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June 11, 2026

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington DC, 20201

Re: Comment on NPRM entitled “Restoring Flexibility To Support Head Start Program Access
(RIN: 0970-AD21)

Dear Secretary Kennedy:

We — the undersigned 1,800+ individuals — are teachers, home visitors, staff, bus drivers, food
service workers, and professionals that work in Head Start’s 20,000 locations across the
country. We serve children and families in every type of community- rural, urban, suburban,
tribal, and remote. In many places, we are one of the only early childhood education options
available to families.

We meet families where they are, both literally and figuratively, offering services in centers,
family child care homes, and families” homes to expectant families and new parents. Every day
we provide a safe, stable, and enriching environment for children to grow and learn so their
parents can go to work. We are the backbone of our local economy, supporting parents who
work in the industries that keep our communities running and connecting families to basic
necessities. We partner with parents as their child’s first teacher, arming them with the skills to
be lifelong advocates for education.

Supporting young children and families in Head Start is hard and rewarding work. We create
settings where every child — including children with disabilities, children experiencing
homelessness, and children in the foster care system — is loved and valued. We ensure that
each child’s experience in Head Start is tailored to meet their unique needs within the family
and community context. We support families in accessing health, dental, and other services
that bolster children’s well-being. This work requires skill and training to differentiate learning
experiences for each child. Each role in Head Start requires different training, including early
childhood education, public health, nursing, nutrition, psychology, social work, and business
management.



It’s because of our skills, strength, and commitment, that Head Start has been one of America’s
most successful programs for young children. Children who attend Head Start benefit across
their lifetime and are more likely to graduate high school, attend college, and contribute to the
economy as adults. We stand on the shoulders of the teachers and volunteers who answered
the call from President Johnson and Sargent Shriver in 1965 for “a million good neighbors” and
who lent “their talents, their warmth, their hands, and their hearts” to make Project Head Start
a success.

But commitment does not pay the bills. Too often, we have to sacrifice our own financial
security to do the work that we love. Sadly, we’ve watched talented peers leave Head Start
because they simply cannot afford to stay. And we see how turnover impacts the children and
families when we lose quality teachers. Today, our counterparts in public schools earn 50
percent more. When we cannot fill staff vacancies, we see the dark classrooms when we walk
down the hall or the names on the waiting list. We see “help wanted” signs for local
warehouses and restaurants offering higher wages, and we worry about the sustainability of
the programs that are vital to our communities.

When Congress called on half of all teachers nationwide to hold a bachelor’s degree, we
answered the call. Today, more than two thirds of Head Start teachers have earned a bachelor’s
degree or higher. Thousands more have earned credentials in child development, health,
commercial driving, food service, and other professions. Yet, our salaries have not even kept
pace with inflation.

We choose Head Start because we care about the children in our communities. We show up
even when the work is hard and knowing that we can make more in other jobs.

We’re asking the Administration to make the same commitment to show up for our
communities. The Administration describes removing wage and benefit requirements as
flexibility for organizations, communities, and states. But flexibility without funding does not
provide meaningful options to address staffing challenges. Head Start programs do not have
extra funds available. For three years, programs have received no real funding increase as the
cost of most goods and services increases. Many programs we work in have experienced delays
in accessing federal funding. Removing wage and benefit requirements simply tells programs to
figure it out on their own with less. Due to this lack of meaningful funding increases, we fear
the result of the proposed rule will be lower pay, more turnover, and fewer children served.

We want to stay in Head Start and continue to serve our communities. We also need to be able
to pay our rent or mortgage, afford child care for our own children, and repay student loans.



We, as Head Start program staff members, respectfully urge the Administration to withdraw
this NPRM and instead work with Congress to increase federal funding for Head Start so
programs can offer competitive wages and retain the skilled workforce children deserve.

Sincerely,

Note on Signatures: Over the last year, the Administration has taken a number of actions
against Head Start that have delayed funding to grant recipients. As a result, some current staff
fear that the Administration could retaliate against them or the Head Start grant recipients that
employ them and have asked to include only their initial rather than their full last name.
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Treva S.
Charleen Strauch
Aimee T.

Olliae Vance

Alyssa W.

Pennsylvania

Melba A.
Asondra Acor

Ervina Ajderi
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Diane Ambler
Michele B.
Heather B.
Melanie B.
Lisa B.
Felicia B.
Brad B.
Renae B.
Brandon B.
Briana B.
Kristina B.

Misty Bash

Luz Cheila Bruno

Briana Byers
Tyler C.
Kayla C.
Deanna C.
Ashley C.
Erin C.
Victoria C.
Tyler C.

Jane C.
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Laurel C.
Tonya Carson
Tyler Cohen
Donald Cooper
Jamie D.
Christina D.
Carrie Daniels
Tina Davis
Danah H.
Nancy Doerner
L. Donahue

Lisa Drummond
Valerie Drury
Alicia E.

Pam E.
Jacqueline E.
Moriah Femea
Sammantha Foresman
Kyra Forman
Dannie Furr
Jessica G.

Jennifer Gerena



Lori Grammas
Gisela R.G.
Marion Griffin
Megan Grosh
Evelyn Guerrero
Anna H.
Christina H.
Christal H.
Jessica H.
Hayley H.
Joelene Hand
Nicole Hanna
Shawnee Hooper
Iveliss P.
Amanda J.
Kathi Johnson
Mindy Jones
Amanda Jordie
Samantha K.
Melissa K.
Andrea K.

Tricia K.
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Susan Kaiser
Greg Kline

Lori Kropp
Linda L.

Linda L'Orange
Wendy Lee
Kathryn LeSage
Linda Robbins
Jessica Little
Stephanie M.
Gina M.

Hunter M.
Christine M.
Rochelle M.
Sarah M.

Pam M.

Dawn Maltais
Jennifer Manning
Sharon Mauck
Coleen Meehan
Manuel Melendez

Morgana Miller



Michele J.
Nikksa Morris
Geri Morrison
Kelly Nee
Jennifer Neely
Marie Nickle
Tami O.

Ann O'Malley
Kassidy P.

Alison P.
Kimberly P.
Jaclyn P.
Tammy Patterson
Leah Pore
Amadea Potts
Celenia Quiros Chamorro
Amy R.

Kayle Richardson
Faith Rierson
Michael Rierson
Karen Rierson

Mara Rlvera
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Felicia Robinson
Marlene Roch
Marlene Roch
Arlene Roth
Jaclyn Rudeski
Audrey Ruiz
Marisa S.
Jennifer S.

Inga S.

Karen S.

Julie S.

Dorothy S.

Hope S

April S.

Sandy Shay

Liss Schaffer
Ashley Shafer
Daksha Shah
Shelby Kukurugya
Michael Shipman
Megan Shoemaker

Ashley Sierra
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Kristina Slick
Dawn Smith
Jessixa Smith
Sandra Smith
Frankie Stahl
Heather Stokes
Madison Swindell
Wendy Swingle
Angela T.A.
Angela Tookes
Vanessa Toole
Tahany Tous
Mandy Ubele
Becky Urand
Lilly V.

Linda V.
Lauren W.
Cassandra W.
Heather W.
Cynthia Weaver
Rebecca White

Helena Wilkins

61



Brandy Wright
MandyY.
Melissa Z.

Janene Z.

Rhode Island

Maureen Manion

South Carolina

LeKisha Allen
Cathy Smalls
Monica Clark
Felicia G.

Lena Hall

Charity N.

Addie Nalley

Erica Pearson-Gee
Dominique Perry
Tamara Pinckney-Speed
Annette Tucker

Chenise Williams

South Dakota

Sunni J. (Tribal Affiliation: Oglala Sioux Tribe)

Juli Schultz



Nina Schumacher (Tribal Affiliation: Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe)
Sandy Tuschen
Zoey W.
Tennessee
Angie H.

Amber H.

Becky B.

R.B.

Kathy Briggs
Tonie Bunch
Mary C.

Amy Chandler
Jennifer Collins
Heather Day
Christine Doolen
Sasha Douglas
Jacqueline Drake
Emilee F.

Vickie G.

Kathy G.
Cassandra G.

Crystal H.
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Carolyn H.

Malana Mae Huffman
Tammy Parker
Koemeshia M.
Renee L.

Tanya Lombardo
Tammy M.
Tara M.
Stephanie Masters
Paris May
Jaimaine McNamara
April P.

Autumn Payne
Kimberly Price
Serena R.

Kacee R.

Rhonda Daniel
Leticia Rubio
LaStar S.
Jacqueline S.
Jennifer S.

WendyS.
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Lauren S.
Elizabeth S.
Holly Shelton
Lisa Sherwood
Cathy Sims
Shantrice S.
Tiffany Stokely
Becky T.
Amanda Taylor
Amy Teague
Amanda Burkhead
Andrea Tucker
Jonathan Vinson
Jimmie W.
Leslie Walker
Myra Williams
Jessica Y.
Texas
Jordana A.
Lizzie A.

Karla Alicea

Trinity B.
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Marisa B.

Kenzi Behan
Jania Bobo
Rhonda Boylson
Erica C.

Dolores N.
Labertha E.
Elecia D.
ReQuina Edmond
Barbara Ford
Alexandra G.
Maria G.
Shannon G.
Laura G.

Jesuza Garza
Tekisha Goodwin
Griselda PradoGp
Alisha Gutierrez
Rosie Gutierrez
Lisa H.

Jennifer H.

Anneli Hill
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Jorge C.

Chandra Johnson
Cynthia K.

Kalisa C.

Katie Lynch
Mirna M.

Melissa E.

M.S.C.

Melissa O.
Martha P.R.
Starlean Page
Karla Perez
Deborah Plaza
T.R.

Bonnie R.

Ciera Robinson R.
Lizette R.

Crystal Ramirez
Jacquelyn Reichman
Yvette Rodriguez
Sherilyn Ryan

Ashley S.



Lindsay S.
Miranda Sherrow
Ti Smith

Giselle Faberlle
RosaTo
Stephanie Turner
Leah V.

Vanessa Redix
Traniecia W.
Dejah W.
Amberly Warrick
Dian Wise
BrendaWynne

Carolyn Youngblood

Virgin Islands (U.S.) (territory)

Jennifer G.T.

S. W.

Kijakazi Thomas
Virginia

Dawn A.
Amanda G.

Alicia M.



Bridget Austin
Fay B.

Jeanette B.
Shirnell Baker
Bethany Baumgardner
Katlynn Bodner
Ashley C.

Stella C.

Paige Carrier
Tora Cezard
Peggy Colbert
Heather Elswick
Samod Evans
Diana Fritz
Katharine G.
Melissa G.
Candice Heriot-Nichols
Al Hogwood
Melissa J.
Janice B.
Vonetta Jacobs

Christina Johnson



Nicole Jones
Deepika K.
Carmen Kelley
Abigale L.
Darlene L.
Mark L.
Monica L.
Tammy Lanham
Marilyn Lewis
Deborah Miller
Michelle M.A.B.
Nyiaobe O.
HunterP.
Johnnika P.
Leslie Palmer
Audrey Perry
Rhonda Poole
Felisha Price
Cindy Raymond
Chinyere Richardson-Rorls
Amber S.

Ruby S.
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Esther S.

Stacia H.

JoAnn Sabb

V Tracy Savage
Dola Sen

Nichole Sullivan
Ryan T.

Amanda Thompson
Traphiena S.

Teria U.

Darlene W.
Darlene Jones West
Jana White

Jo-Anne Williams

Washington
Casey A.

Ana A.

R.A.

Jade A.

Kari A.

Arcelia A.

Mihret Adera
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Maribel Aguilar
Teresa Ahumada
Jessica Alcaide
Shania Alderson
Nereida Alejandre-Estrada
Maria de Jesus Arellano Barbosa
Chelsea Augustine
Alma Ayala

Maria B.

Beth B.

Tam B.

Debora B.

Helen B.

Lolita B.
Kassandra B.
Bridget B.

Anna B.

Lorena B.E.

Olivia Bagaoisan
Sandra Barragan
Jeffery Beck

Jeri Ellen Bellinger
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Carma Benetua
Elizabeth Bias

Luz Blancas
Grace Blesch

Erin Borg
Evertina Brito
Alexis C.

Amanda C.

Karen C.

Frances C.

Corina C.
Enedina C.
Daniela C.
Belinda C. Pruneda
Maria C..
Claudia C.
Caritina L

Sulema Caballero
Marquella Camack
Amy Cardenas
Llezenia Cardenas

Rosa Cardoza
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Jill Carpenter
YessicaCasillas
Jorge Castillo

Anna Castillo
Monica De La O Saavedra
Claudia G.

Marua Chau

Molly Chavez
Cindy Gonzalez
Oralia Cisneros
Consuelo Consuelo
Melissa Cook

Alma Corona

Mary Coyne
Rebecca Cramer
Manuel Cruz

Daisy D.

Tenagne Daniel
Elizabeth Davis
Rosa De Los Santos
Yaneth Diaz

Mercedes Diaz
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Kathryn Dobbins
Kana E.

Maria E.
Esmeralda A.
Elizabeth C.

Elia H.M.

Erika Betancourt
Christina Escamilla
Michelle Escola
Esmeralda Moreno
Brenda Espino
Maria C. Espinoza
Sheryl F. (Tribal Affiliation: Tulalip)
Eva F.

AnaF.

Clare F.

Sheryl F.

Azucena F.

Francis Fernandez
Ana Figueroa
Samantha Flores

Adriana Flores
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Ana Flores
Lakoda Fosnow
Francisca Cisneros
Desiree G.

Philip G.

Anissa G.

Mayra G.
Gabriela G.
Maria G.
Ramona G.
Adriana G.
Danielle G.
Maria G.B

Alicia Garcia
Jessica Garcia
Nidia Garcia
Laura Garcia
Estanilada Garcia
Elizabeth Garcia
Argelia Alejandra Garcia Velazquez
Marina Garza

Michelle Farias Gaston
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JeremyGeike

Jason Gibbons
Araseli G.N.

Kathy Gomez

Lilia Gonzalez
Melissalee Gonzalez
Lindsay Gough
Katie Gray

Michael Greenfeldt
Jacqueline Grimaldo
Hortencia Guerrero
Dora Gutierrez
Mary H.

Suewellyn H.
Christine H.

Laura Hale

Emily Hansen
Martha Ibarra Nuno
Imelda Ig

Iris Duran

Julissa C.

Stephanie Jones
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Jannet S.
Karina Juarez
Zoe Justis
JuanV.

Selena K.
Asnake K.
Fredrik Kaan
Lilia Kalisch
Lewis H Keeton
Isabel Kinsey
Sarah Knapton (Tribal Affiliation: Oglala Sioux)
Fiona Kranz
Malka L.
Mindy L.
Bronti L.

Elsa L.
FabiolalL.
Cheryl L'Ecuyer
Linda H.
Autumn Longly
Daisy Lopez

Jessica Lopez Sanchez

78



Lynea R.

Lilia V.
Lisbeth V.
Sharon Lynch
Lisa M.
Rebecca M.
Olivia M.
Melissa M.
Litzy M.
Martha M.
Vicky M.
Lorena M.
Esther M.
Rosa M.
Noemi M.
Tamara M.
Viviana M.
Maribel M.
Angela Mabrey
Anna M.
Maria Victoriano

Martha Zuniga



Elida Martinez
Dianalee Martinez
Monica Martinez
Maritza Martinez
Stephanie Mathews
Kimberly McCaskey
Lana McQuown
Graciela Medelez
Maribel Mendez
Miriam Mendoza
Yocelyn Meza
Marisol I.

Scott Milford
Miriam Rivas

My N

Angelina Montejano
Mary R.

Mayra R.

MT Sanchez
Michelle Murphy
Marina Vargas

Brezze N.
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Tania N.

Josefa N.
Trang N.
GorettiN.
Maria Nande
Blanca Navarro
Nayeli C.

Eddy Negron
Noemi M.
Adelaida Nunez
Lisbet Nunez
Karina O.
Nelida O.
Martha O.
Daniela O.
Adriana O.
Dalila O.H
Alma Olivera
Araceli Olmos-Huerta
Jesica Orozco
Yolanda Ortega

Vanessa Ortiz

81



Maria Fernanda Ospina
Sonia Ozuna
Kim-Chau P.
Kelly P.

Maria P.

Alicia P.

Suzanne P.

Paige P.

Jessica P.

Aurora P.
Elizabeth Pamatz
Silvia Perez
Norma Perez
Veronica Perez
Yesenia Perez
Veronica Perez
Linh Pham

Tricia Pierce
Dolores Plaza
Ubaldina Pruneda
Brianna R.

Adriana R.
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Sheri R.

Grace R.

Alicia R.

Stefanie R.

Rosey R.

AlmaR.J.

Lisbeth R. Cisneros
Leticia Ramirez
Maria Ramirez
Hilda Ramirez
Yanet Ramos
Roberto C.
Elizabeth Redwood
Estella Rios

Maria Rizo

Kayla Robinson
Elba Rodriguez Valdez
Martha Rosales-Espindola
Mary S.

Adriana S.

Tamara S.

Maritza S.
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Michelle S.
Shari S.

Alera S.

Skye S.
Blanca S.
Whitney S.
Katellin S.
Kathleen S.
Lilia S.

Teresa S.
Bryanna S.
Hortencia Salas
Elsa Sanchez
Lucia Santana
Gloria Santos
Hiwot Seifu
Melissa Solis
Maria Sotelo
Emilee Spoon
Eileen Stanley
Treva Strahan

Vickie T.



Amalia Tapia

Nicole Tax

ThiTb

Martin Torres

Sara Ulrich

Araceli Uribe

Malissa V.

Paula V.

Lizeth Valencia Sanchez
Jennifer Vargas
Rosemary Vargas
Cende Vargas Martinez
Ana Vasquez

Yadira Lizeth Vazquez Serrano
Patricia Vela

Alejandra W.

Gwyn W.

Sarah W.

Jennifer WhiteCrane
Christina Wood
Christine Y.

Areli Zarate Flores
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Randee Zhawenim (Tribal Affiliation: Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe)

West Virginia

Brittany A.
Cassandra Abrams
Audra Armstrong
Erica Bell
Jennifer Brown
Annette Burns
Jessica Burns
Adaline C.

Laura C.

Ashley Caldwell
Karen Cozort

Lisa D.

Porcshia Davis
Samantha E.
Chanda Elkins
Tonya F.
Stephanie F.
Shalina Fakourey
Teresa Ferguson

Alice Fulks
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Martha G.
Donna Gibson
Carole Goings
Malisa Griffing
S. H.

Kaitlyn H.

Ericca H.

Joyce Handy
Brittini Holyfield
Tina K.

Cynthia Kennedy
Katie L.

Danielle Lambert
L.M.

Lori Milam, ED
Stephanie M.
Dewayne Massey
Krista Maynard
Miranda Maynard
Reda McCormick
Sandra Morgan

Jen P.
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Sherry Pierce
Terri R.

Rebecca R.

Jennifer Reitmire

Penny S.

Kodi S.

Jamie S.
Sandra Smith
Debra Stewart
Patricia Vance
Kristi Vance
Clarissa W.
Lisa Wiley
P.Y.
Wisconsin
KatrinaB.
Shelly B.

Jen B.
Mahogani B.
Trici B.

Dale B.

Emmalee B.
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Jeanette Beebe
Jodi Bubenzer
Paul Burns
Bethany C.
Victoria C.
Brenda C.

Amy C.

Bill Carlson

Michelle Christenson

John Corcoran
Jennifer D.
Sydney D.
Holly D.
Lizmarie D.
Rachel Elaroussi
Darla Estes
Michelle F.
Erin F.
Melinda F.

Lily F.

Sarah Faulkner

Luciana F.
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Jo Ann Foust-Canfield
Tessa Foy

Jessica G.

Giselle G.

Howida Gadallah
Denise Galecki
Mary Green

Cheryl Greenheck
Karin Gunderson
Jenna H.

Michelle H.

Carlos H.

NatalieH.

Jennifer H.

Janna Hack

Vicki Haefer

Karrie Hansen-Davis
Reina Hidalgo

Jen Hughes
Lashanda Hughes-Evans
Michelle J.

Jillian J.



Sarai Jimenez

Joyce Johnson
Jennifer K.

Adam Kasper
Melissa L.

Anneka L.

Lizeth Lara

Arielle Letherwood-Fritz
She M.

Barb M.

Jeanne M.

Veronica M.

Dawn Maple (Tribal Affiliation: Ojibwe)
Ryan Martinovici
Detra McNeal
Nancy Miller
Rebecca Miller
Kathleen Monefeldt
Paola Moya
Jennifer Murray
Jennifer N.

Danielle N.
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Paula Noyce Rung
Amy O.

Sujata P.

Violet P.
Jessica Pearson
Margaret Presley
Stephanie R.
Lorena R.
Rocio R.

Angel R.

Caryl Rivers
Stacy Ruter
Meghan S.

Lisa S.

Princess S.
Suzanne S.
Sheila S.

Laura S.
Maricruz S.C.
Renee Schaller
Amy Selenske

Olivia Stanley
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Julie T.

Stacey T.
Angeline T.

Amy Thiel-Hanes (Tribal Affiliation: Menominee Tribal Head Start)
Lacy Thomas
Andrea Velasquez
Autumn Walker
Brandi Warner
Ashley Wilkinson
Luann Williams
Neil Wintersteen
Robyn Wolfert
Elizabeth X.
Wyoming

Brenda Kelly

93



