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@ LETTER FROM LEADERSHIP

LETTER FROM
LEADERSHIP

Since its founding in 1982, Start Early has been
committed to advancing quality early learning
for families with children, before birth through
their earliest years, to help close the

opportunity gap.

While the early childhood field
has accomplished a great deal
over four decades, the past few
years stand out as especially
inspiring testaments to the
dedication of families and those
who care for them.

For Start Early, our milestone
40th anniversary year was one
of transformative expansion and
unwavering perseverance.

Through innovative and
comprehensive work at local,
state and federal levels, Start
Early impacted nearly every facet
of the early education system,
with a deliberate focus on
reaching more young children
through quality early learning
and care experiences that can set
them up for a lifetime of health
and success.

Nationwide, we expanded and
scaled our presence to connect
more families with our services
and to better support those
caring for young children, a
profession that continues to
persist in the face of
unprecedented challenges.

In Chicago, Start Early doubled
the number of young children
and families served in our
Early/Head Start Network,
bringing quality early learning
and care opportunities to 19
additional under-resourced
communities throughout the
city.

Building on lessons learned from
years of on-the-ground policy
collaboration, we launched a
nationwide consulting practice
to support the expansion of
comprehensive early childhood
systems.

The Early Learning Lab’s
human-centered design and
technology product
development approaches have
been embedded in initiatives
across the organization since
joining our team in early 2021.

The National Center on Parent,
Family, and Community
Engagement, which Start Early
has led since 2020, continued its
work with partners to support
family well-being and
engagement practices.
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Today, the early childhood
system is being challenged
more than ever. Start Early is
committed to advancing the
solutions that prioritize our
youngest learners, and we are
grateful for the ongoing,
generous contributions of our
supporters.

Every child deserves to reach
their full potential. Together with
champions for early learning
across the country, we will
continue to stand strong for
children, promote resilient,
thriving families and create
transformational change for
generations.

All the best,

Diana Mendley Rauner, Ph.D.
President, Start Early

Diana Sands
Chair of the Board, Start Early
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OU R I M PACT BY THE NUMBERS

In the last year, Start Early:

MISSION

Start Early advances quality early learning for |
families with children, before birth through their

earliest years, to close the opportunity gap. 13,000

Reached more than 13,000
children through direct early
learning and care services.

VISION

Every child has equitable opportunity to reach their ?

. . . s Provided 18,720 home visits
full potential to thrive in school and in life. to 1,494 families through
our Home Visiting &

Doula Network.

6.5 MILLION

Enabled public sector leaders
and advocates in 17 states to
build more equitable systems
for over 6.5 million young
children through intensive
policy and advocacy
consultation.

298,486

Reached 298,486
professionals through our
professional development

programs and by leading the
Head Start National Center
on Parent, Family, and
Community Engagement to
improve early learning
practices for 1.5 million
children.




@ NEXT GENERATION QUALITY

NEXT GENERATION
QUALITY

Building a foundation for children, families & caregivers to grow
and succeed, today and in the future.

Research consistently demonstrates that quality
matters when it comes to early care and learning
programs and services. For families experiencing
quality early childhood that are grounded in parent
voice and are culturally, linguistically and ability
responsive, the impact can be transformative.

Last year, our robust infrastructure and systems allowed early learning and care
providers to implement procedures to keep staff, families and children safe. As a
result, we were able to keep classrooms open and continue providing quality
services to our families amidst an ongoing pandemic.

EDUCARE LEARNING NETWORK

The Network served 20,000
children and their families - both
at its Educare schools and through
21 partner organizations' Early Head
Start-Child Care Partnerships and
early childhood programming.

The Educare Learning Network, a
partner program of Start Early
comprising of 25 schools and their
parent organizations across the
country, provided strong
infrastructure and support,
continued to transform its
programming and responded in
real time to local challenges
brought on by the ongoing
pandemic. The Network convened
and connected with school leaders
and staff, offering supportive
communities of practice and other
peer learning opportunities.

An intentional focus on Diversity,
Equity, Inclusion and Belonging
(DEIB) infuses the Network'’s
programming. As part of efforts to
implement virtual learning
experiences that are relevant and
user-friendly, we revised training
experiences to be more accessible
and DEIB-centered. These trainings
now provide a richer experience
and allow for a deeper connection
to staff members and the early
childhood community.

In addition to revising all trainings
to be more accessible and
DEIB-focused, the Network
partnered with Research Director
and Fellow Dr. Iheoma Iruka from
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the Frank Porter Graham Child
Development Institute at the
University of North Carolina.

Dr. Iruka reviewed disaggregated
child data and explored
African-centered, culturally
responsive practices to improve
outcomes at eight Educare schools,
with majority Black student
populations.

During the 2021-2022 school year,
the staff at Educare Chicago - Start
Early's birth-to-age 5 school on
Chicago’s South Side - continued to
persevere through the challenges
of the pandemic and early
childhood workforce shortages,
effectively engaging and building
meaningful, goal-oriented
relationships with families. Parents
expressed appreciation for the
teachers, who ask for their opinions,
share the same goals for their
children and provide positive
feedback about parenting.

More than 75% of Educare
Chicago families reported that
the school provided them with
an opportunity to engage with
the school and influence their
child’s development, an

impressive outcome of the
continued commitments the
team has taken to reinforce
parent empowerment and
engagement.
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EARLY LEARNING & CARE PROGRAMS

Since Start Early’s inception four decades ago, we’ve directly
provided programs and services to expecting parents, families
and our youngest learners with supports and care that help
ensure children enter kindergarten ready to learn.

Through our Early/Head Start Network, we partner with community-based
agencies across lllinois to deliver quality early learning and care programs. An
expanded federal award in 2021 allowed us to double the reach of our
Early/Head Start programming and increase the footprint of early learning in
Chicago.

This expanded grant allowed us to direct additional program, research and
administrative support to improve the quality of services across all sites and
advance innovation and learning. The network now provides access to quality
programs and services for 2,155 children in 19 under-resourced communities
across Chicago and the surrounding suburbs.

In Washington state, we partnered
with 65 home visiting programs,
facilitated over 1,218 technical
assistance sessions and supported
4,635 children and families.

We also worked diligently with
more than 350 home visitors,
supervisors and community-based
program leaders to develop home
visitor and supervisor core
competencies that lead with equity
as the core value.
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Starting at home and supporting
families from pregnancy into the
earliest years of a child’s life is vital.
Home visitors support healthy
parent-child relationships, promote
child development and encourage
family health and well-being,
laying a strong foundation for a
child’s learning and future success
in life.

Our on-the-ground home visiting
and doula services in Illinois and
Washington state connect families
to the critical supports and
services they need to thrive.

Start Early's Home Visiting &

Doula Network currently

supports 28 home visiting

programs across lllinois. These

programs provide support to

parents so that they can support healthy developmental trajectories for their
children. To ensure that programs reach the families who need them the most,
Home Visiting & Doula Network programs make special efforts to target
families affected by poverty, homelessness and involvement in the carceral
system.

Last year, our home visitors and doulas provided 18,720 home visits to 1,494 of
the hardest-to-reach families.

“With the support of her home visitor ... her son is now receiving
the help he needs. As a result, he is currently receiving speech,
occupational therapy and physical therapy services. He is making
great strides in his growth and development!”

Home Visiting & Doula Network
Representative

m



@ NEXT GENERATION QUALITY

Unfortunately, children living in
under-resourced communities are
more likely to experience adverse
childhood experiences — or ACEs -
which can cause significant
developmental disruptions. The
people most capable of reducing
adversities for children are their
parents. While a healthy
parent-child relationship
strengthens a child'’s resilience and
builds their sense of safety in the
world, parents are often isolated,
overwhelmed and lack access to the
support, tools and resources they
need themselves.

That's why Start Early is focused on
expanding access to the
NEAR@Home (Neuroscience,
Epigenetics, ACEs, Resilience)
program. NEAR is an innovative
learning model that emmbeds ACEs
as a primary framework for how to
address trauma safely and
respectfully with families. In
addition to our complimentary
NEAR@Home Toolkit, we also
developed a training program that
guides home visitors and
supervisors through the experience
of delivering a NEAR@Home visit.

Building on the success of our
four-state NEAR@Home pilot, our
goal is to dramatically increase the
number of home visitors who are
trained in trauma-informed care
over the next five years and
ultimately reach 20,000 home
visitors nationwide with this critical,
trauma-informed training.

12
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three or more adverse events, placing
them in a category of especially high risk.

Racism and continued disinvestment
make this likelihood even greater for
children of color.
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CRITICAL SUPPORTS
FOR CAREGIVERS

Taking a thorough and creative approach to professional
development opportunities for early learning and care providers.

From doulas and early intervention specialists to center-based preschool
teachers and in-home care providers, the early childhood workforce has a
powerful, direct impact on a child’s life trajectory. That's why we
consistently create opportunities for caregivers to connect and engage in
skill building learning opportunities.

When early childhood professionals are well-trained and consistently
applying new knowledge and skills, they create a more stimulating and
effective learning environment.

Our unique portfolio of evidence-based, professional development solutions
focuses on organizationwide conditions that research shows are most
important in driving positive child outcomes. Through our professional
development solutions, last year, we reached 7,052 professionals.

Our local and state relationships remained strong and enabled
us to expand our partnerships and implementation to 25 states.
We embedded our professional development approach in
hundreds of communities, including statewide work in lllinois,
Massachusetts, Oregon, Texas and Washington state.

To prepare for the advancement of virtual learning, we're
collaborating with a technology company to identify more
effective and accessible professional development tools for the
future. We have also translated several training opportunities
into Spanish to reach a broader, more diverse audience.
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OUR FAMILY OF PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT SOLUTIONS

1

The Essential 0-5 Survey

A measurement system for
program improvement

0O
229
The Essential Fellowship

Leadership development
for early education

v

The Essential Practices
of Educare

Proven strategies for early
childhood teams

1o

The Essential of
Home Visiting
High-quality learning to
advance family-focused
professionals

15
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In summer 2021, a cross-divisional group of
Start Early experts set out to answer the
|N FORM | NG & LEADl NG question “how can lllinois child care
providers serve more infants and toddlers?”
The team conducted a literature review,
researched approaches from other states,
and engaged child care professionals
directly. Their goal was to gain insight into
the challenges and potential solutions for
delivering infant-toddler care.

Start Early conducts rigorous research and evaluation to
elevate the expertise of early childhood professionals and
support better learning environments for all young

children and their families. By sharing our findings and
best practices with policymakers, partners and
advocates, we help local leaders improve the quality of
early learning and care in states and communities across
the country.

The Infant & Toddler Child Care Roadmap
provides a detailed summary of the team’s
findings and raises seven recommendations
for increasing access to infant and toddler
care. The following recommendations are
reflective of the need for an intentional

As the National Center on Parent, Family, and Community Engagement (NCPFCE)
lead, Start Early has supported 12 Head Start regions and 1,600 Head Start grantees
since 2020. Together, with a consortium of partners, we focused our efforts on the

following:

focus on infants and toddlers and are
- Enhancing systemic Parent, Family, and Community Engagement (PFCE) centered on the professionals who deliver
- Advancing equity, culture, and linguistic responsiveness child care services.
- Prioritizing and implementing Family Services Professional Development
- Partnering with families for greater economic mobility Strengthen the perception Increase supports for children
- Promoting best practices in virtual PFCE best practices in virtual PFCE and reputation of with disabilities, and early
- Strengthening Eligibility, Recruitment, Selection, Enroliment, and Attendance infant-toddler teachers and childhood staff and families
(ERSEA) practices through a PFCE Lens other professionals working struggling with mental health

with children under age 3. and social emotional

The NCPFCE's three-day virtual conference, challenges.
ERSEA Institute 2022, offered over 5,000 “I have not felt this Strengthen the workforce. i
participants professional development, supported in quite some Increas'e bLllsmess and hild
networking, and resources to help Head time. These last few days, Increase engagement with Z:ZFatrlgnraa:]USpportS tochi
Start programs assess the needs of their but especially today, have local communities. prog .

communities and connect and recruit
children and families most in need of Head
Start services.

helped me to fill my cup
and remember why we
do what we do!”

Improve availability of data on

| he Child
mprove the Child Care infants and toddlers.

Assistance Program.

“We always joke that we didn’t get into the field for the money.

Participant, ) ”
e ’ It's about what we do...

Institute 2022

Infant & Toddler Child Care Roadmap
Survey Participant
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‘ TRANSFORMATIONAL SYSTEMS

TRANSFORMATIONAL

SYSTEMS

Connected, comprehensive early
childhood systems provide families with
equitable access to an uninterrupted
continuum of high-quality services from
before birth through age 5. Strong early
childhood systems are reflective of the
full spectrum of a child’'s development,
inclusive of health care, nutrition and
mental health services, early learning
and family supports.

Through legislative, administrative and
grassroots advocacy, collaboration across
the field and consultation and thought
leadership, we aim to improve early
childhood experiences for all young
children.
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LEADING NATIONWIDE
POLICY CHANGE

The federal early childhood system can
act as a facilitator of strong, equitable
systems and infrastructure at the state
and community levels. To support
improvement of the country’s federal
system, Start Early works with parents,
providers, state administrators, federal
and state agencies and members of
Congress to promote equitable,
systems-level change for pregnant
people, young children and families.

Despite the disappointing stagnation
of a transformational federal funding
package, we pushed forward to reach
more children and families nationwide,
indirectly serving over 6.5 million
children in 17 states through policy,
advocacy and systems consultation.

Through continued amplification and
implementation of Start Early’s
National Policy Agenda, we grounded
our work into the issues that matter
most to families and those who serve
them. This included advocating for
increases to early care and learning
and home visiting funding and
expanding eligibility and accessibility
of public benefits, especially for
families from historically under-served
communities.

Start Early’s National Policy Agenda

Next Generation Building Connected,
Program Quality Comprehensive
& Equitable Systems

Elevating Family Voice
& the Role of Families
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Informed by the Educare Learning
Network’s five policy priorities, The

Educare 5, school leaders guided O THE EDUCARE
policy and advocacy efforts and pU BLIC POLICY
initiatives among seven Educare o PRIORITIES
school communities across the O TO ENSURE ALL FAMILIES THRIVE

country.

By leveraging the strengths and
geographic diversity of the Network,
this work deepened the reach and impact of its policy priorities and helped ensure
that staff and parent perspectives are placed at the center of the Network and
schools’ advocacy efforts. For example, the Network's Educare Parent Ambassadors
program provided peer-to-peer learning, coaching and intensive mentoring
opportunities to engage families in policy and advocacy work.

The Educare 5

@ @ ®

Universal Child Care Stable & Thriving Early

& Early Learning Supported Families Childhood Workforce

® ®

Healthy & Supported Strong Early Childhood
Children Systems in Every Community

Through extensive policy, government relations and communications expertise, our
partner First Five Years Fund (FFYF) works with federal policymakers to garner support
for investments and policies that increase access to high-quality, affordable early learning
and care.

Over the past year, FFYF played a
leading role in discussions concerning
the possible inclusion of child care in
the Democratic reconciliation package
utilizing strategic avenues of advocacy
to push for long-term legislative
solutions to the child care crisis.

20

While reconciliation failed to include
the needed investments, FFYF has
been working diligently to secure
increases to annual funding through
the appropriations process, including
the reauthorization of and increased
funding for the Maternal, Infant and
Early Childhood Home Visiting
program. FFYF has continued to push
early learning and care forward as a
national, bipartisan priority and are
preparing for a new Congress in 2023
through a variety of targeted
campaigns.
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KEY DATA: VOTERS NATIONWIDE & EARLY

CHILDHOOD IMPACT

Swing state polling of registered voters in five key Senate states and 40
Congressional districts showed broad, bipartisan support for early childhood
education proposals. Ahead of the 2022 midterm elections, the vast
majority of voters understand the severity of child care challenges facing
working families and want Congress to help address them with policies
and investments aimed at access, affordability and quality.

One in three voters say they know someone who has had to cut
work hours or forgo work entirely due to child care challenges.
42% of African American voters and 49% of Latino voters say

the same.

By a two-to-one margin, voters believe that public programs
should help working parents afford the high cost of child care,
rejecting the idea that parents alone should have full responsibility.

80% of young voters, 78% of women and 77% of independent
voters believe it is extremely or very important for working parents
to be able to find and afford quality child care.

21



@ TRANSFORMATIONAL SYSTEMS

IMPACT AT STATE & LOCAL LEVELS

Start Early works on-the-ground in lllinois and Washington state to secure
robust, equitable and sustainable state and local policies and funding that
prioritize equitable access to quality services for young children and their

families.

During last year's legislative sessions, our efforts in both states targeted funding
increases to better supporting the early learning workforce, respond to
worsening challenges brought on by the ongoing pandemic and promote
avenues for expanding services to more children living in under-served

communities.

In llinois, Start Early's policy
experts led the successful passage
of several historic bills that will
expand and enhance support
services for young children and
their families living in
under-resourced communities and
experiencing challenges that leave
them without access to such
services. Informed by our policy
recommendations, research and
expertise, the state’s latest budget
included a $54.4 million increase to

22

ILLINOIS

the Early Childhood Block Grant
(ECBG) and a $6 million increase in
Early Intervention programs,
erasing a previous cut to the
program and ensuring a 3% rate
increase for therapists. We also led
successful efforts to include a

$1 million increase in the final
budget for home visiting programs
funded by the Department of
Human Services, including Start
Early's Healthy Parents & Babies
programs, which is the first new
investment in these programs in
nearly two decades.

In Washington state, Start Early
supported the continued
implementation of the
transformational 2021 Fair Start for
Kids Act, an unprecedented $1.1 billion
investment approved the previous
year to grow and strengthen the
state’s early learning system - by
ensuring access and affordability
among all families — with a central
focus on racial equity. In partnership
with advocates across the state, we
also proudly secured $49.6 million to
provide a 16% rate increase for child
care centers and $29.98 million in
capital funding for early learning
facility grants and loans as part of the
state’s latest budget.
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WASHINGTON

In its second year, the Raising Illinois coalition made robust progress across
its five-year agenda, which aims to create an equitable and cohesive system
of supports for lllinois’ expecting families, infants, toddlers and the
communities in which they live. As the backbone organization of the
coalition, Start Early leads the strategic and comprehensive management of
the coalition’s more than 800 members and ensures alignment with the
larger national movement of 19 states to advance prenatal-to-age 3 efforts.

In 2022, Raising lllinois’ members focused their work on the coalition’s goals

to:

Services.

families.

Advocating and helping secure a $1 million increase for home
visiting programs funded by the lllinois Department of Human

Promote high-quality early learning, guided by the lllinois
Infant & Toddler Child Care Roadmap.

Build a stronger system to facilitate growth of the Infant/Early
Childhood Mental Health Consultation Database, which today
includes 107 consultants in all 102 counties in lllinois.

Support policy changes to improve the economic health,
well-being and success of lllinois’ infants, toddlers and their

23



@ TRANSFORMATIONAL SYSTEMS

COLLABORATION FOR LARGE SCALE IMPACT

Start Early continued to grow our services and outreach campaigns
to reach early childhood communities and promote collaboration

more effectively.

Through the growth of the Early Childhood Connector platform and
the innovative evolution of the Early Learning Lab, we continued to
put the experiences of our children and families at the forefront of
our product development and drive sustainable change.

Through the Early Childhood
Connector online community, we
furthered our efforts to support
early childhood leaders by
providing a platform to share
knowledge, scale expertise and fuel
innovation in real time. Last year,
we launched four place-based
community pilots with more than
65 partners, yielding user research
that has helped refine our short-
and long-term strategies for the
platform’s future.

The Connector provided its nearly
3,000 members with a space to
collaborate with one another and
collectively work to strengthen
programs and policies that support
young children, their families and
those who care for them.

24

The Early Learning Lab, based in
Oakland, California, took another
step forward in its second year as
part Start Early. The Lab worked
with divisions across the
organization to bring
human-centered design (HCD) and
technology product development
to several initiatives, including:

Family-centered systems

o building consultation for
communities in California’s El
Dorado and Yolo counties

Research with families in

9 Chicago to improve
recruitment and enrollment in
Head Start programs

Using HCD and co-design with
e pilot users to create a more

focused product vision for the

Early Childhood Connector
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DRIVING SYSTEMS-CHANGE

In its first full year of operation, Start Early's new consulting practice consulted in
16 states and eight communities to support 237 public sector leaders and
advocates in building high-quality, equitable and comprehensive early learning

and care systems.

This new hands-on consulting model
offers field-leading expertise and
strategy and planning guidance to
state and commmunity leaders and
advocates to help drive ambitious
change of early childhood systems.

Services range from leadership
advising, policy analysis and
development, systems assessment
and mapping, advocacy strategy and
implementation support.

“Start Early facilitation

and consultation helped
Wisconsin develop a robust
and equitable policy

agenda focused on supporting
families with infants and
toddlers.”

Wisconsin Department
of Children & Families
Representative
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Taking our programs and services from coast-to-coast has allowed us to reach more
N AT I O N W I D E than 13,000 children through direct early learning and care services. Additionally, we

worked in nearly every state across the country to build more equitable early learning

and care systems for millions of young children through professional development
C H A N G E offerings and policy and advocacy consultation.

Throughout the country, Start Early has deepened our approach to serve children and

Start Early families with a greater impact.
Washington State

Start Early
Home Office

Early Learning
Lab

First Five
Years Fund

ﬁ Educare Learning Network
Schools
o Start Early Offices

. Professional Development &
Consulting Services

The data on this map reflects ’
Start Early’s nationwide presence
from July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022.
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@ DONORS

OUR GENEROUS

DONORS

LIFETIME GIVING

Start Early honors its Lifetime Giving donors
who have committed to multi-year and
single-time gifts.

$10,000,000 & Above

Ballmer Group

Buffett Early Childhood Fund

Comic Relief US

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Joan & Irvingee Harris

Irving Harris Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Pritzker Children's Initiative

Diana & Bruce Rauner, Rauner Family
Foundation

Helen & Sam Zell, Zell Family Foundation

$5,000,000 to $9,999,999

Crown Family Philanthropies
Heising-Simons Foundation
George Kaiser Family Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation

Saul Zaentz Charitable Foundation

$1,000,000 to $4,999,999

Alliance for Early Success
Anonymous (3)

Bezos Family Foundation

Leslie Bluhm & David Helfand Family
Jacolyn &John Bucksbaum

The Chicago Community Trust

o Deceased + Annual Luncheon Sponsor
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CME Group Foundation
Early Childhood Funders
Collaborative/BUILD
Marilyn & Larry Fields
Finnegan Family Foundation
Frechette Family Foundation
Richard W. Goldman Family Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation
Harris Family Foundation
Linda & Bill Friend
Caryn & King Harris
Stephanie & John Harris
Toni & Dr. Ronald Paul
Pam Friend Szokol
Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation
Howard Ellsworth Jessenco
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
The Joyce Foundation
Anne & Burtee Kaplan
Oscar G. & Elsa S. Mayer Family Foundation
Harriet & Ulricheo Meyer
Northern Trust
The David & Lucile Packard Foundation
Diane Rickles Pekoweo
Perigee Fund
Pittway Corporation Charitable Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation

M What will your legacy be?

As a Start Early supporter, you want all children to have
an equitable chance in life. The Irving B. Harris Legacy
Community at Start Early can help you align your values
with long-term legacy. If you have already included us in
your estate plans, or to request a conversation to learn
how to make a legacy gift to Start Early, please contact us
at Giving@StartEarly.org or 312-922-3863.

Michael Reese Health Trust

Karen Rudolph & David Donnini

Cari & Michael J. Sacks

The John & Kathleen Schreiber Foundation
Catherine Siegel

Steans Family Foundation

W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone Foundation

Stranahan Foundation

$500,000 to $999,999
Anonymous (2)

Susan & Steve Baird

Alvin H. Baum Family Fund

BMO Harris Bank

The Boeing Company

Nancy & Steve Crown

D &R Fund

Einhorn Family Charitable Trust
Tom Gimbel, LaSalle Network
The Hasten Foundation

Robert Heaton

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Pivotal Ventures

The Rothkopf Family Foundation
Diana & Michael Sands
Catherine & Howard Siegel

Glen Tullman

William & Kristen Woolfolk

Sam Yagan & Jessica Droste Yagan

$250,000 to $499,999

Allstate Insurance Company

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Anonymous (4)

Prue & Frank Beidler

Sarah Bradley & Paul Metzger
Cartwright Foundation

Mary & Terry Dillon

oo Deceased + Annual Luncheon Sponsor
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Evanston Community Foundation

Keith & Rodney Goldstein

Mr. James Grusecki & Mrs. Brenda Grusecki

Rusty & Samuel Hellman

Illinois Children's Healthcare Foundation

ITW

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Louis R. Lurie Foundation

John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation

Malott Family Foundation

The McCall Family Foundation

Peoples Gas

Pew Charitable Trusts/Pre-K Now

Prince Charitable Trusts

Pritzker Early Childhood Foundation

Rainwater Charitable Foundation

Related Midwest

Dr. Scholl Foundation

Michael & Linda Simon

Stolte Family Foundation

Sunshine Charitable Foundation,
Denise & Dave Bunning

Anne & John Tuohy

Voices for Illinois Children
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Q&%ﬂ What will your legacy be?

As a Start Early supporter, you want all children to have
an equitable chance in life. The Irving B. Harris Legacy
Community at Start Early can help you align your values
with long-term legacy. If you have already included us in
your estate plans, or to request a conversation to learn
how to make a legacy gift to Start Early, please contact us
at Giving@StartEarly.org or 312-922-3863.

$100,000 to $249,999

The J.R. Albert Foundation

Anonymous (3)

AptarGroup Charitable Foundation

Curt & Lisa Bailey

Billee & Donna Barrows

Bloomberg Philanthropies

The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation

The Bluhm Family Charitable Foundation

Helen Brach Foundation

Brady Education Foundation

The Brinson Foundation

Jane & David Casper

Terri & Robertee Cohn

Colliers International

The Commonwealth Fund

Dr. & Mrs. Michael DeVan

The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

DRW Foundation

Early Educator Investment Collaborative, a
fiscally sponsored project of Third Sector
New England, Inc.

Educational Foundation of America

Anne & Don Edwards

Erikson Institute

Vicki Escarra

Melissa Sage Fadim, Sage Foundation

William H. Gates Sr.co

GATX Corporation

Gorter Family Foundation

Gustafson Family Charitable Foundation /
Patti & Allen Gustafson

Cabray Haines & David Kiley
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Julie & Parkeroo Hall

The Hearst Foundations

David Herro & Jay Franke

Hunter Family Foundation

[llinois Network of Child Care Resource &
Referral Agencies (INCCRRA)

The Mayer & Morris Kaplan Family
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keiser Donor Advised
Fund

Timothy & Elizabeth Landon

Liz & Eric Lefkofsky

Marthaoe & Albertee H. Macleod

The Malkin Family

Rika & Joe Mansueto

Colonel Stanley R. McNeil Foundation

Marcelle McVay & Dennis Zacek

David & Laura Merage Foundation

David & Laura Nadler

Barbara Neal

Doug & Diane Oberhelman

The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund

PNC

The Satter Foundation

Jean Schlemmer

Lee & Valerie Shapiro

Earl & Brenda Shapiro Foundation

Howard Siegel

Julie & Brian Simmons

Coleman Tuggle & Deborah Daro

Ulta Beauty

Valor Equity Partners

Visiting Nurse Association Foundation

Vivo Foundation

William Penn Foundation

Wilson Garling Foundation

The Oprah Winfrey Foundation

Wintrust Financial Corporation

Woods Fund of Chicago

ANNUAL GIVING

Start Early honors all our donors for their
generous gifts, pledges and payments last
fiscal year (July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022).

$1,000,000 & Above

Ballmer Group

Leslie Bluhm & David Helfand +

Buffett Early Childhood Fund +

Comic Relief US

Crown Family Philanthropies

Heising-Simons Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

The David & Lucile Packard Foundation

Diana & Bruce Rauner, Rauner Family
Foundation +

Catherine Siegel +

Saul Zaentz Charitable Foundation

Helen & Sam Zell, Zell Family Foundation +

$500,000 To $999,999

Marilyn & Larry Fields +

Finnegan Family Foundation

Frechette Family Foundation

Irving Harris Foundation

Pritzker Children's Initiative

Diana & Michael Sands +

The John & Kathleen Schreiber Foundation
Glen Tullman

Sam Yagan & Jessica Droste Yagan

$100,000 To $499,999
Anonymous (3)
Anonymous +

Curt & Lisa Bailey
Susan & Stephen Baird
BMO Harris Bank +

David & Jane Casper +

o Deceased + Annual Luncheon Sponsor
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CME Group Foundation
DRW Foundation +
Vicki Escarra +
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Tom Gimbel, LaSalle Network +
Richard W. Goldman Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney L. Goldstein +
Harris Family Foundation +
Linda & Bill Friend
Caryn & King Harris
Stephanie & John Harris
Toni & Dr. Ronald Paul
Pam Friend Szokol
The Hasten Foundation +
Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation
Howard Ellsworth Jessenco
George Kaiser Family Foundation
Malott Family Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation +
Marcelle McVay & Dennis Zacek
Perigee Fund
Pivotal Ventures
Karen Rudolph & David Donnini
Steans Family Foundation
W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone Foundation
Coleman Tuggle & Deborah Daro
Vivo Foundation
$50,000 To $99,999
Allstate Insurance Company +
Bezos Family Foundation
The Coleman Foundation
Nancy & Steven Crown +
James P. & Brenda S. Grusecki Family
Foundation

We would like to specially recognize our

Champions Circle donors, a mission-driven

group of individuals working to advance

Start Early’s efforts with gifts of $1,000 or
more throughout the year.

Thank you!



@ DONORS

Hunter Family Foundation

Charles & Brunetta Matthews

Doug & Diane Oberhelman & Cullinan
Properties +

Barbara & Dan O'Keefe +

Rainwater Charitable Foundation

Related +

Rothkopf Family Charitable Foundation +

Lee Shapiro

Stolte Family Foundation

Trust for Learning

Valor Equity Partners +

WhyNot Initiative

Wintrust Financial Corporation +

$25,000 To $99,999

The J.R. Albert Foundation

J.W. Bagley Foundation

The Brinson Foundation

The Annie E. Casey Foundation
Bobbie & Stanton Cook Family Foundation
D &R Fund

Dr. & Mrs. Michael DeVan

Anne & Don Edwards +

The Edwardson Family Foundation +
GCM Grosvenor +

Gorter Family Foundation
Marguerite Hark

ITW +

Peoples Gas +

Johnoe & Jeanne Rowe

Cari & Michael Sacks +

Anne & John Tuohy +

Ulta Beauty +

$10,000 To $49,999

Alberding Family Foundation,
Jessie & Nick Alberding +

Alliance for Early Success

o Deceased + Annual Luncheon Sponsor
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Anonymous (3)

Prue & Frank Beidler

The Boeing Company +

Boston Consulting Group +

Sarah Bradley & Paul Metzger +

Noelle C. Brock, Brock Family Foundation +

Jacolyn & John Bucksbaum +

Cummins

The Marshall and Jamee Field Family Fund

Walter & Karla Goldschmidt Foundation

Cabray Haines & David Kiley +

Fay Hartog-Levin & Daniel Levin

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keiser Donor Advised
Fund

The Malkin Family +

Rika & Joe Mansueto

David & Laura Nadler

Virginia Oviedo & Michael Ojeda,
Midan Inc. +

William Penn Foundation

PNC +

Podolsky Family Foundation

Port Capital LLC +

Protiviti +

David & Bonnie Rickles

Albert J. & Susan E. Rot Foundation

Dr. Scholl Foundation

Julie & Brian Simmons

Michael & Linda Simon +

Sterling Bay +

Sunshine Charitable Foundation,

Denise & Dave Bunning +
Ken & Kathy Tallering +
Naida S. Wharton Foundation

Wilson Garling Foundation +

We would like to specially recognize our Champions
Circle donors, a mission-driven group of individuals
working to advance Start Early’s efforts with gifts of

$1,000 or more throughout the year.

Thank you!

$5,000 To $9,999

Ellen Alberding & Kelly Welsh +

Anam Foundation

Linda & Robert Barrows

Better

Jimmy & Eleni Bousis +

Joan & Bill Brodsky +

Burns & McDonnell +

Greg & Marcy Carlin

Coe Capital Management +

Bobbie & Charlie Denison

Erikson Institute +

Joseph & Bessie Feinberg Foundation +

Fifth Third Bank +

Lula Ford

Jenny and P. Jay Fortner Family Fund +

Goldring Family Foundation +

Leonard C. Goodman

Rachel & Devin Gross +

Maxwell Gunnill +

Huntington Bank +

Gerri & David Kahnweiler +

Learning Resources +

Ron & Fifi Levin +

Elaine & Donald Levinson +

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of
Chicago +

Merrill Family Foundation +

Philip & Nancy Miller

J.P. Morgan Private Bank +

Sharon & Leon Oberlander +

Diane & John Patience

Plante Moran +

Heather Richmond

Tom & Cece Ricketts +

Cheryl & Craig Simon +

Catherine M. & Frederick H. Waddell

Whatcom Community Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Mike S. Zafirovski +
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$2,500 To $4,999

Act of Hope Foundation

Don Allen

Chicago Bulls

CIBC

The Patricia O. Cox Family Fund at The
Chicago Community Foundation

Fiducient Advisors

William J. Gibbons

Julie Holinga & Briand Hamburg

Sandy & Andrew Killion

Kovler Family Foundation

Deborah & Mark McCann

James & Margo Oliff

Linda Schupack & David Good

David & Jamie Schwartz

Catherine Sierakowski

Linda K. Smith

Annie Haas SooHoo

Matthew & Kim Stauber

Tammy & Eric Steele

Alex & Johanna Vetter

Cheryle Wittert

Jim & Nicki Woldenberg

$1,000 To $2,499

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Appelbaum
Lanae Ayotte

Susan & Don Belgrad
Bespoke CRE

Jordan Carqueville

Dee Dee & Richard Chesley
Seth & Lynn Cohen
Kathleen & James Cowie
Juan & Miriam Cuan

Diane Donovan

Thomas Dwyer

Eliza & Timothy Earle
Charles Edelstein

83



@ DONORS

Nosa Ehimwenman

Roger Essi

Ghian Foreman

Jeff Foreman

Paula & Timothy Friedman
Bill Gimbel

Ida Glover

Jeannette & Jerry Goldstone
Martha Gutierrez

Jane Hasten

Danielle Hoeg

Fred & Sandra Holubow
Dan Hugo

Howard Isenberg

Mary Ittelson

The Robert A. & Shirley J. Jones Foundation
Ruth Kagi

Mary & Don Kirwan

Donna & Paul Konstant
Sherry Koppel

Corter Korey

Tracie L. & Larry B. Kugler
John Ladd

Daniel LeDonne

James & Mary Levinson
Robert Levinson

Marcum Foundation, Inc.
Arthur Mead Martin

Pam & John McCambridge
Christopher & Amanda Miller
Janis W. Notz

Dennis Pearce

Robert Petrie

Jim & Michelle Pockross
Rogers Family Fund at Seattle Foundation
Mark Samuel

Jean Schlemmer

Jeanne Schoder
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Lisa Schwartz

Tom & Judy Scorza

Mr. & Mrs. John D. Sellers

William Sherry

Stephen & Lauren Strelsin

Cyndy Topliff

Anne & Tony Toulouse

Anna Tuchman & Kostis Hatzitaskos
United Conveyor Foundation

Tiera Watson

Justin Weddle

Anne & Marcus Wedner

Ruth Weiler

Susan White

Iris S. Witkowsky

Peter Wood

Suzanne Yoon & Kinzie Capital Partners

Ronna & Steve Zoll

Start Early celebrates the
life and legacy of the late
Bernice Weissbourd, an
early childhood pioneer who
paved the way for broad
awareness of the critical
importance of the first three
years of a child’s life. Bernice
was instrumental in the
founding of Start Early, and
we are so very fortunate to
have had her as a partner in
this work for so many years.

IN-KIND GIVING

Acorn Evaluation

Alcauter Construction
LaReina Anthony
Breakwater Associates LLC
Chicago Public Schools
dentsu Media

GiveNKind Donation Center
Oprah Winfrey Network
Diana Rauner

Sheppard Mullin

Ulta Beauty

unbundled

WW

Wiberg

START EARLY 2022 YEAR IN REVIEW @
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@ LEADERSHIP

LEADERSHIP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Irving B. Harrisoo
Founder
Diana Sands
Chair of the Board
Billie Wright Adams, M.D.
Curt R. Bailey
Susan Baird
Sheila Ater Capestany
David Casper
Mawiyah Coates
Nancy Carrington Crown
Deborah Daro, Ph.D.
Kelly King Dibble
Vicki B. Escarra
Marilyn Fields
Marquia Fields
Lula M. Ford
Bill Friend
Tom Gimbel
Keith Kiley Goldstein
Mary Hasten
Charles Matthews
Paul Metzger
Dan O'Keefe
Isabel Navarrete Polsky, M.D.
Raul I. Raymundo
Dick Rothkopf
Diane Whitmore Schanzenbach
Suk Shah
Catherine M. Siegel, LCSW
Linda K. Smith
Anne L. Tuohy
Sam Yagan
Helen Zell
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START EARLY
AFFILIATES BOARD

Mary Duby
Co-Chair
Alexis Lavko
Co-Chair
Danielle Albergo
John Burke
Claire Challenger
Altaira Citron-Greco
Caitlin Crowe
Erik Donelson
Lexi Dossey
Sophie Flinchum
Justin Giorgio
Shannon Haffey
Kristen Halboth
Katy Heneghan
Brittany Hughes
Dan Hugo
Bob Kemp
Sarah Kozin
Caroline McCarthy
Catherine Quinlan
Alissa Rivera

Catherine Sierakowski

Annie SooHoo
Mikela Sutrina
Margot Visconti
Michael P. Walters
Allison Weil
Megan Wholey
Steven Yandell
Sarah Yost

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Diana Mendley Rauner
President
Mike Hoffman
Chief Operating Officer
Rebecca Berlin
Chief Learning Officer
Kristin Bernhard
Chief Policy & Research Officer
Donna Iwanski
Chief Financial Officer
Johanna Vetter
Chief Advancement Officer
Cynthia D. Jackson
Senior Vice President; Executive Director,
Educare Learning Network
Daphne Logan
Senior Vice President, People & Culture
Sheetal Singh
Executive Director, The Early Learning Lab
Valisa Smith
Executive Director, Washington State
Office
Bridget Byville
Vice President, Development
Dionne Dobbins
Vice President, Research & Evaluation
Ireta Gasner
Vice President, Illinois Policy
Ann Hanson
Vice President, Start Early Consulting
Ann Kirwan
Vice President, Strategy & Partnerships
Clarissa Love
Vice President, Diversity, Equity, Inclusion
& Belonging
Amy Lusk

Vice President, Fundraising Partnerships

START EARLY 2022 YEAR IN REVIEW @

Diana McClarien

Vice President, Early/Head Start Network
Colleen Murphy

Vice President, Community Early

Childhood Systems Building
Andrea Pearson

Vice President, Educare Learning Network
Kim Ptak

Vice President, Communications
Terrence Roche

Vice President, Professional Services
Yvette Sanchez Fuentes

Vice President, National Policy
Renee Wheeler

Vice President, People & Culture
Kelly Woodlock

Vice President, National Home Visiting
Brittany Ladd

Chief of Staff, through October 2022
Eva Stojchevska

Chief of Staff, as of October 2022

FIRST FIVE YEARS FUND
Sarah Rittling
Executive Director
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