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Introduction

The Start Early lllinois Policy Team'svisionisforlllinois’ early childhood system to be designed,

implemented and sustainedto successfully achieve lllinois’ goal ofequitably providing a
continuum ofhigh-quality early childhood servicesto children before birth and through age 5. To
bestsupportall of ourstate's families, services must be culturally, linguistically andability

responsive.

The comprehensive work of Start Early, formerly the Ounceof Prevention Fund, and its|llinois
Policy Teamisgrounded inthe factthatthefirst five years of a child’slife are the mostcritical for
healthy developmentand long-term well-being. Yet, fartoo many children andfamilieslack
accessto quality early education and care—particularly those livingin communities left under-
resourced by decadesofhistorical and institutionalracism. Ourworkisnot onlycemented inthis
commitmenttoadvance racial equity, butalso heavily informed by practice, experience and

research.

Our policyagendafor Fiscal Year2021- Fiscal Year2023 isrepresentativeofourwork at the
federal,stateand local levels (including the City of Chicago) and iscomprised ofthe following
priorities:

= Increaseinvestmentsinand strengthen the design andimplementation oflllinois’ core early care
andlearning programs

= Strengthentheinfrastructure oflllinois’ core early care and learning system
» Recruitandretainarepresentative, well-compensatedand qualified workforce
= Improvethe health, mental healthand well-being ofyoung childrenand theirfamilies

= Improve economicsecurity forfamilieswith young children

As outlined in our policy agenda below, we will continue towork broadly acrosschild-andfamily-
serving systemsto influence policy change and drive investmentsthat help usreach ourgoals.

We alsocommittoadvance policy change throughsystems building; legislative, ad ministrative

and grassrootsadvocacy; and consultation andthoughtleadership.

*Iltems marked with an asterisk denote policy priorities that align with the lllinois Prenatal to Three (IL PN3) Coalition,
which is a collective effort toadvance the IL PN3 Agenda and expand high quality services toan additional 50% of low-
income infants, toddlers and their families by 2025.


https://startearly.org/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/illinois/
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Increaseinvestments in and strengthen the design and
implementation of lllinois’ core early care and learning programs
Priorities for lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE) programs

= Advanceincreased and equitable distribution of resourcesacross programsthatserve infants
andtoddlersand those thatserve preschool-agechildren, including increasingthe percentage
of dollarsdedicated toinfant-toddler programs. *

= Increase use of ISBE fundsto delivercenter-based infantandtoddler servicesin communities
with the leastaccessto services. *

= Advancesalary parity acrossstaff in school-and community-based ISBE-fundedearly
childhood programs. *

Priorities for home visiting services
= Diversifyandincrease fundingforhome visitingwith a focuson federal funding opportunities.*

= Increase cohesion acrossfundersand modelsof home visiting through: (1) streamlined funding
and monitoring processes; (2) aligned collection and reporting ofenrollment data acrossthe
major funders, including disaggregated data on both participantsand workforce;and (3)
collaborative use ofdata toinform resource allocation andoverall system improvements.*

= Improve family participation ratesthrough: (1) increased publicawareness;and (2) innovation
and/orimplementationof new modelsor promising practicesto better meetfamilyand
community needs. *

= Strengthen systemsofCoordinated Intake, sothatfamiliesand related providerscan more
easilyaccessservicesintheircommunity. *

Priorities for child care services

= Expand eligibility forthe Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) for familiesfrom priority
populations, job searchersand familiesearning minimumwage.

= Increase use of contractswith child care providersin ordertoimprove stability of funding,
increase compensation forteachersand assistants,and ensure dedicated accesstochild care
for familiesfrom priority populationsand forinfantsand toddlers. *

= Increase reimbursementratesaccordingto cost of quality for CCAP providers,and target rate
increasesfirstto those age groupsand regionsfurthestfrom thatlevel.*

= Improveinclusion ofchildren with disabilitiesin childcare.*

= Supportthe expansion ofcenter-basedEarly HeadStartand Early Head Start-Child Care
Partnershipsin lllinois. *

*Iltems marked with an asterisk denote policy priorities that align with the lllinois Prenatal to Three (IL PN3) Coalition,
which is a collective effort toadvance the IL PN3 Agenda and expand high quality services toan additional 50% of low-
income infants, toddlers and their families by 2025.
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Priorities for services for children with disabilities and developmental delays

= Increasereimbursementratesandimprove timeliness of paymentsfor EarlyIntervention (El)
providerstoensure an adequate supply of providersto meetchild and family needs.*

= Establish systemsof professional supports (reflective supervision/practice-based coaching)to
ensure retention of providersand the provision of quality servicesfor families. *

= Improve family participation ratesthrough: (1) increased publicawarenessamong familiesand
professionalslikelytoreferfamilies;and(2) innovation and implementationof newmodelsor
promising practicesto better meetfamily and community needs, including making
teletherapy a permanentoptionin Eland specializedteams.*

= Strengthen bi-directional communication among familiesengaged in the El system, El
providers, advocatesand system leaders.

= Developand championmodels—and the policiesand funding needed toimplementthem—to
provide inclusiveservicesforchildren in community-based early care andlearning birth
throughage5.*

Strengthenthe infrastructure of lllinois’ early care and learning
system

= Build greatercoherenceinthe state governance and finance structuresfor early care and
learning.*

= Increase family,community and field voicesin state decision-making.

= Establish astate-wide, sustainably-fundedsystem of cormmunity-level structuresthatsupport
local planning, coordination (e.g., funding,family enroliment) and provider supportsacross
perinataland early careand learning programsand services, including universal systems of
prenatal and newborn support. *

= Implementa modelofmental health consultationand trauma supportsacrossearly careand
learning programs.*

= Establishasystemto provideinclusionsupporttoearly careand learning programs.

= Strengthentheadministrationofthe state’'skindergarten readinesssurvey (i.e., KIDS)and
utilize disaggregated data toinform developmentally appropriate practicesin early elementary
gradesandtobetterunderstand theimpactofbirth to kindergarten early learning experiences
on school readiness.

*Iltems marked with an asterisk denote policy priorities that align with the lllinois Prenatal to Three (IL PN3) Coalition,
which is a collective effort toadvance the IL PN3 Agenda and expand high quality services toan additional 50% of low-
income infants, toddlers and their families by 2025.
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Recruit and retain a representative, well-compensated and
qualified early care and learning workforce, with a particular focus
on those who work with infants and toddlers

= Increase compensationforearly care andlearning professionals by increasingand targeting

investmentstoreduce the gap between currentsalariesand targetsalary levelsidentified in
the early childhood cost model. *

= Increasetheearlycareandlearning workforce'sability toattain licenses, credentialsand
degrees, including removing barriersto highereducation and identifying untapped funding
sourcesto supportcredential anddegree attainment. *

= Strengthen coordination between early care and learning workforce expertsandadvocates.

= Increaseintegrationand alignmentacrossearly care and learning workforce preparation and
professional development. *

Improve the health, mental health and well-being of young
children and their families in lllinois

= Strengthenthealignmentand integrationofthe healthandearly careand learning systemes.

= Establish Medicaid financingfor home visiting and doula services. *

= Reduce maternal mortality and morbidity by addressing social determinantsofhealth,
including housing stability and accesstofamily and culturally-responsive, trauma-informed
mental health and substance use recoveryservices. *

= Improve accessto publicand private health insurance and health care services,including
immunizations.*

« Build capacity of mental healthservice providersto addressinfant/early childhoodmental
health.*

= Establish routine identificationofand referralsfor caregiverdepression in the perinatalperiod,
including supportsforthe caregiverand child.

= Increase accessto mental health servicesforfamilieswith young childrenthroughincreased
funding forservices, providing ratesto providersthat provide parity with physical healthcare,
and improve accessto mental health services provided through serviceslike EarlyIntervention.

*Iltems marked with an asterisk denote policy priorities that align with the lllinois Prenatal to Three (IL PN3) Coalition,
which is a collective effort toadvance the IL PN3 Agenda and expand high quality services toan additional 50% of low-
income infants, toddlers and their families by 2025.



. ) START
Illinois Policy Agenda EARLY

FISCAL YEAR 2021 - FISCAL YEAL 2023
Formerly known as

Improve economic security for families with young children

=  Advancefamily-friendly work policies, such aspaid family andsick leave and more predictable
work hoursfor parents.*

= Increase incomesupportsforfamilies,including improvingaccessto public benefits programs,
tax credit policies benefiting low-income families, and advancing family asset-building
strategieslike Children’sSavings Accounts. *

= Mitigatetheimpactof PublicCharge.

To learn more about Start Early’s lllinois Policy Agenda, please email Advocacy@StartEarly.org.
Y ou can alsofollow the lllinois Policy Team's Twitter (@QEarlyEdIL) here.

*Iltems marked with an asterisk denote policy priorities that align with the lllinois Prenatal to Three (IL PN3) Coalition,
which is a collective effort toadvance the IL PN3 Agenda and expand high quality services toan additional 50% of low-
income infants, toddlers and their families by 2025.
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