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Reflections on the past year are dominated 

by the COVID-19 pandemic, which has 

upended life globally, but particularly for 

the children, families and educators we 

serve at Start Early (formerly the Ounce of 

Prevention Fund). This ongoing crisis has 

impacted people of color at significantly 

higher rates, illuminating the long-lasting 

effects of historical and institutional racism 

and underscoring existing injustices in 

communities across the country.

Our staff, partners and families have shown 

strength and resilience during these 

challenging times. Countless individuals 

have been working on the front lines of this 

crisis, and we appreciate their commitment 

to providing essential supports to families 

most impacted. In the wake of uncertainty, 

early childhood educators, advocates 

and systems leaders have acted with 

urgency, determination and kindness 

across communities, quickly responding 

to address our families’ immediate and 

long-term needs. These services have been 

a critical lifeline and help parents manage 

the stresses of the pandemic for their 

young children and families. The best hope 

for leveling the playing field is to invest in 

the earliest years so children can ultimately 

thrive. 

For nearly 40 years, Start Early has been 

a champion for quality early learning and 

care, focused on closing the opportunity 

gap for our youngest learners. Now, more 

than ever, there is an urgent need for 

quality early learning experiences for all 

families, especially those living in under-

resourced communities. Early learning 

and care are key building blocks to 

achieving a more equitable, just and 

productive America.  

The highlights from this past fiscal 

year (July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020), will 

demonstrate how our work and our long-

standing goals for transformation have 

been accelerated by the crises that face 

our country.  Start Early recommits to 

strengthening and deepening our role 

as an anti-racist organization that works 

in true partnership with communities 

to ensure the voices of families are 

represented, heard and valued. We are 

grateful for your ongoing support and hope 

you will continue to join us to advance 

better, more equitable early learning 

opportunities for our youngest children. 

We are champions for early learning, and 

together, we can transform lives.

All the best, 

Diana Mendley Rauner, Ph.D.

President

Curt R. Bailey

Chairman

Letter from Our President & Board Chair 

Start Early advances quality 

early learning for families with 

children, before birth through 

their earliest years, to close the 

opportunity gap.   

Every child has equitable 

opportunity to reach their full 

potential to thrive in school 

and in life.

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION
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Our Impact 

By the Numbers
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Facilitated peer learning 

and fostered innovations 

at 25 schools, reaching 

4,000 young children

Reached more than 180,000 

children and over 12,000 

professionals through our 

program, policy and research 

innovations across the country

Connected over 2,300 early 

childhood system leaders with 

the knowledge they need to 

accelerate progress in 49 states 

and Washington, D.C.

Provided intensive 

policy consultation 

in seven states to 

build stronger, more 

equitable early 

childhood systems 

benef itting 2.3 

million children

Provided 25,000 home 

visits to over 2,100 

families f rom under-

resourced communities



Serving Children, 

Families & Educators
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Delivering quality early learning 

and care is critical to overcome 

many of the systematic racial 

and economic inequities that 

continue to exist and have 

been exposed by the ongoing 

pandemic, from access to 

health care and affordable 

housing to child care.   

Start Early has always been committed 

to removing barriers to accessing quality 

learning experiences. We recognize the 

urgent need for change and continue to 

prioritize the most under-served families in 

the wake of crisis. 

EARLY LEARNING & CARE PROGRAMS

Today, we continue to deliver home 

visiting and doula services for families 

living in the communities that are the 

most under-resourced in Chicago. 

Through our Healthy Parents & Babies 

program, we support and coach pregnant 

women, young parents and children from 

birth through age 3. In response to the 

pandemic’s onset in the city, the program 

quickly pivoted to remote services to 

ensure that families received such vital 

supports during a critical time. Healthy 

Parents & Babies staff completed more 

than 3,000 virtual home and doula visits 

last fiscal year.

In addition to providing our own home 

visiting, doula, Early Head Start and 

Head Start programs, we lead the Home 

Visiting & Doula Network, formerly 

known as Illinois Birth to Three Institute, 

and the Early Head Start & Head Start 

Network, formerly known as Grantee 

Support Services. 

Both Networks support and partner with 

community-based agencies and home 

visiting programs throughout Illinois 

Strength & Innovation 

In and Out of the Classroom

Last year, our home visitors 

and doulas provided over 

25,000 home visits. Of the 

2,145 families who received 

home visiting and/or doula 

services, 68% of fathers are 

reporting to be regularly 

involved with their children. 

Of the 1,119 pregnant women 

who received home visiting 

and/or doula services, 

87% of mothers initiated 

breastfeeding.
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For families across our entire network 

of programming, including Healthy 

Parents & Babies and Educare Chicago, 

we quickly collaborated with key partners 

to ensure children and parents had 

access to immediate resources and direct 

relief. Through our COVID-19 Emergency 

Response Fund, we provided over $270,000 

in financial and non-financial supports to 
210 families. In addition, we offered drive-by 

opportunities to distribute items, such as 

grocery gift cards, diapers, baby wipes and 

formula and school supplies to families. 

The Essential 0-5 
Survey, formerly Early 

Education Essentials, 

serves as a catalyst 

to help teams make 

targeted, incremental 

changes to improve 

program outcomes. Last 

year, we engaged 4,000 

professionals and 9,000 

parents through this 

measurement system.

The Essential 

Fellowship, formerly 

Lead Learn Excel, 

introduces routine 

cycles of collaboration 

that strengthen early 

childhood teams and 

drive positive child 

outcomes. Last year, this 

intensive, individualized 

program for leaders 

provided 22 trainings to 

284 participants.

The Essential Practices 

of Educare, formerly 

Educare Best Practices 

Training, shares best 

practices from the four 

areas most critical to 

the success of Educare 

Learning Network 

programs. Last year, 

this series of trainings 

provided 40 trainings 

to 283 participants, 

impacting 6,000 young 

children.

The Essentials of 

Home Visiting, formerly 

Achieve OnDemand, 

addressed needs and 

gaps unique to the 

field of home visiting 
through accessible 

courses and webinars. 

Last year, the program 

delivered 9,000 

trainings to over 3,000 

individuals.

“I am thankful for everyone 

and all the work that [Start 

Early has] done knowing how 

hard it can be for everyone 

who works there, since you 

all have families, children and 

other various things going on 

in your personal lives.” 

— Dion Warr, Educare Chicago Parent

Team-Driven, Targeted 
& Transformed Learning

COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund Professional Development Portfolio

A well-trained and well-supported 

workforce is essential to delivering 

equitable quality early learning and 

care for our youngest learners. From 

foundational courses to intensive 

fellowships, our professional development 

portfolio supports educators in building 

powerful practices that transform teaching 

and learning for all children. 

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, we 

rapidly shifted in-person programs to 

virtual delivery for trainings in Illinois, 

Washington, D.C., Washington state, 

Oregon, California, Texas and Louisiana. 

To ensure we continue to provide quality 

instruction and support with a virtual 

approach, lessons learned from this 

transition will be utilized to refine and 
enhance virtual offerings into the future.

to deliver comprehensive supports—

including early learning, nutrition and 

family and health services—that address 

the immediate needs of families, while also 

helping them plan for future success.

As more programs halted in-person 

services due to the ongoing pandemic, 

our Networks’ teachers, doulas and home 

visitors continued to offer weekly check-ins 

and various learning opportunities using 

virtual platforms. 

EDUCARE LEARNING NETWORK

The 2019-2020 school year was full of 

unexpected challenges, but through 

it all, the Educare Learning Network 

demonstrated its strength as an effective 

network of 25 birth-to-age 5 schools. 

Collectively, the Network’s communities 

rose to meet endless trials, providing 

critical support, resources and connection 

for 4,000 children and their families, 

school staff, each other and the broader 

early childhood field through this 
unprecedented time. 

The Network also 

established the 

Educare Governance 

Council to create 

clarity around its mission, help advance 

its work as a generative, peer-led Network 

and have a greater impact on the field. 
Undeniably, the Council has brought an 

energy and commitment to drive this 

work forward and has helped us remain 

focused, despite the pressing concerns of 

an ongoing pandemic.

SERVING CHILDREN, FAMILIES & EDUCATORS

Last year, we launched professional 

development programs in 38 states.
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SERVING CHILDREN, FAMILIES & EDUCATORS
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National Center on 

Parent, Family 

and Community 

Engagement

Our nearly 40 years of expertise 

positioned us to be awarded the 

National Center on Parent, Family and 

Community Engagement (NCPFCE) 

by the Administration for Children and 

Families’ Office of Head Start. The NCPFCE 
is one of four National Centers that 

develop evidence-based best practices 

for Early Head Start and Head Start 

programs across the country, as part of 

a comprehensive Office of Head Start 
Training and Technical Assistance System. 

These Centers will integrate the research-

practice knowledge of family and 

community engagement, human services, 

early childhood, social work, mental 

health, parenting, leadership and family 

economic mobility into NCPFCE content 

and activities. 

We will focus on creating high-quality 

responsive training and technical 

assistance, rooted in equity and cultural 

and linguistic responsiveness, to 

support staff, families and communities 

nationwide. Start Early’s role is effective as 

of November 2020.

After decades of advocating 

for children and families, 

beginning in Illinois, we 

officially opened an office in 
Washington state, working with 

public and private partners to 

promote comprehensive birth-

to-age 5 learning experiences 

for all children in the state.  

Effective early 2020, the Thrive Washington 

Home Visiting hub was transitioned 

to Start Early Washington, where we 

have since supported 60 home visiting 

programs and served 2,800 families. 

Last fiscal year, our Washington state team 
facilitated over 630 technical assistance 

sessions and impacted 2,414 families in 

over 40 programs by leading statewide 

continuous quality improvement efforts 

on family engagement and caregiver 

depression. In response to the COVID-19 

health crisis, the team supported home 

visiting programs as they quickly pivoted 

to virtual visits, including technical 

assistance and reflective practice supports.

Expanded Presence 

in Washington State



Driving Research-

Based Policy Change
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Our advisory and advocacy efforts focus 

on promoting and enhancing the policies 

and systems that support increasing 

access and quality of early learning and 

care programs. Last year, our state-focused 

teams in Illinois and Washington state 

continued to work diligently to ensure 

that funding, legislation and federal and 

state initiatives prioritized early childhood 

programs. We also provided advocacy 

and technical assistance support to an 

additional 21 states.

In Illinois, our team successfully advocated 

for sizable budget increases for core state 

funding streams, including a proposed 

funding increase for home visiting 

services and a $7 million increase for Early 

Intervention services. In addition, as a 

thought partner to the City of Chicago, 

we provided guidance on a number 

of key early childhood infrastructure 

investment options, including the city’s 

Early Childhood Construction Grant.

Nationwide, we closely monitored the 

evolving global pandemic at federal, 

state and local levels and continuously 

developed and advocated for policy 

recommendations that supported 

families and early learning programs 

affected by the health crisis. Our findings 
were used to develop four sets of guidance 

on how states can distribute funds from 

the original federal stimulus package 

across the sector in a way that maximizes 

impact and allows the state to emerge 

from this crisis stronger than before. 

We also played a key role in developing 

guidance for continuing home visiting 

services and re-opening child care 
programs.

Policies for Effective, Equitable 

& Interconnected Systems
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Last year, Start Early authored and 

published a robust policy brief on the 

federal Early Head Start-Child Care 
Partnerships (EHS-CCP) grant program, 

where we reported on lessons learned 

from implementation of EHS-CCP grants 

across states. Our research found that 

states with EHS-CCP grants successfully 

raised the bar for what quality infant 

and toddler child care could and should 

be. We have since engaged hundreds 

of individuals across public, private and 

philanthropic communities to learn about 

and support this initiative.

Focus on Infants & Toddlers

Throughout the year, Start Early and the 

Educare Learning Network signed onto 

nearly 30 advocacy letters of external 

partner organizations (of which, 19 were 

COVID-19-related) and submitted seven 

sets of original public comments to the 

federal government.

Through extensive policy, government 

relations and communications expertise, 

our partner First Five Years Fund (FFYF) 

works with federal policymakers to garner 

support for investments and policies that 

increase access to 

high-quality early 

learning and care. 

FFYF’s advocacy 

in Washington, 

D.C. last fiscal year contributed to 
significant achievements for the field, 
including sustained or increased funding 

for all federal early childhood programs. 

The budget also included a more than $1 

billion increase in additional funding for 

early child care and education programs 

and $550 million increase for the Child 

Care Development Block Grant program.

Advocacy at the Federal Level

DRIVING RESEARCH-BASED POLICY CHANGE

We also convened and led a 

coalition of more than 100 

stakeholders to create Illinois’ 

Prenatal to Three (PN3) Agenda, 

a statewide plan for increasing 

services and supports to infants 

and toddlers by 50,000 children 

by 2023 and 100,000 children by 

2025. The coalition is co-led by Start 
Early and the Governor’s Office 
of Early Childhood Development. 

In addition, our team provided 

technical assistance to Arkansas and 

Wisconsin in building and launching 

similar agendas.
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Connecting & 

Partnering with 

Communities
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Meeting Students’ Changing 

Needs Through Collaboration

During this unprecedented 

year, we boldly reimagined 

our early learning programs 

and systems. We remained 

dedicated to collaborating 

with communities to best 

respond to the changing 

needs of children, families and 

practitioners. 

Through the Partnership for Pre-K 
Improvement initiative, we continued 

to deliver consultation to state systems 

leaders in Oregon, Tennessee and 

Washington state, which included rapid 

response support to help states adapt 

to the programmatic and financial 
implications of the COVID-19 crisis. 

Our services also contributed to key policy 

and implementation wins in each state, 

including a major expansion of high-

quality pre-K in Oregon. The initiative’s 

unique approach fosters partnerships 

across program, advocacy and research 

organizations in support of a common 

vision for pre-K systems improvement. 
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Since our founding as a public-private 

partnership, we have believed we 

have greater impact when we come 

together—across sectors, disciplines 

and communities. Thus, we gathered 

more than 40 local, state and national 

partners to establish a shared vision for 

the design of on online community that 

would function as a space for meaningful 

connections with peers and experts and 

offer the ability to capture, curate and 

share knowledge in real time.

When the pandemic emerged last spring, 

we recognized that the need for real-

time connection and collaboration across 

the field was even more urgent. We 
launched the Early Childhood Connector 

(ECConnector) platform months ahead of 

schedule to help early childhood partners 

navigate the implications of the global 

health crisis.

The ECConnector quickly brought 

together early childhood partners in a 

meaningful and open online community 

to connect with each other, share ideas 

and best practices and elevate work 

happening at local, state and national 

levels in response to the health crisis and 

Committment to Exchange, 

Collaborate & Build

CONNECTING & PARTNERING WITH COMMUNITIES

As we continue to build on the initial 

success of the ECConnector, we are excited 

about the potential it has to accelerate 

knowledge sharing and spread promising 

practices across early childhood networks 

to improve outcomes for families.

re-exposed inequities. Within months of 

the platform’s launch, the ECConnector 

had more than 1,000 users.

“The ECConnector has given 

me a space for self-care: a 

place to share my thoughts, 

process my opinions and 

connect with peers across 

the nation. Through this 

community, we can elevate 

voices that need to be heard 

– now, more than ever. As a 

united community, we are a 

strong force.”

— Kresta Horn, Director of Child 

Development at Wirtzie’s Preschool 

and Child Care, Arizona
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Where We Work

Chicago & Illinois

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metropolitan 
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Children’s Place 
Association Family Center

Children’s Place 
Association Home Visiting

Family Focus - Lawndale

Family Focus - Englewood

Catholic Charities

YWCA of Metropolitan 
Chicago Young Parents 
Program

SGA Youth and 
Family Services

Metropolitan 
Family Services

Children Home + 
Aid Englewood
Center

Centers for New Horizons 
Dawson Center

Marillac Social Center

YMCA of Metropolitan 
Chicago West Side 

Healthy Beginnings

Pilsen Wellness Center 
Unidos Formando Un Futuro

One Hope United Bridgeport 
Child Development Center II

Henry Booth House

One Hope United Bridgeport 
Child Development Center I

Casa Central Early 
Learning Academy

New Moms, 
Inc.

Christopher House

One Hope United 
Edgewater Center

Advocate Illinois 
Masonic Medical 
Center

CHICAGO
LOOP

Children’s Home + 
Aid VIVA 

Start Early
Administrative
Office

Start Early Administrative Office
Educare Chicago Healthy Parents 

& Babies
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Where We Work

National

Policy & Program Partners

Professional Development

Educare Schools

First Five Years Fund

We work with our partner 

organization First Five 

Years Fund to advocate 

for increased federal 

investments in early 

childhood programs and 

child care.

The data on this map reflects 
our program, policy and 

professional development 

implementations from July 1, 

2019 - June 30, 2020.
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LIFETIME GIVING

$10,000,000 & Above

The Ballmer Group

Buffett Early Childhood Fund

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Joan & Irving∞ Harris

Irving Harris Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Pritzker Children’s Initiative

Diana & Bruce Rauner, Rauner  

     Family Foundation

Helen & Sam Zell, Zell Family 

     Foundation

$5,000,000 To $9,999,999

Crown Family Philanthropies

George Kaiser Family Foundation

Robert R. McCormick Foundation

$1,000,000 To $4,999,999

Alliance for Early Success

Anonymous

Bezos Family Foundation

Leslie Bluhm & David Helfand 

     Family

Jacolyn & John Bucksbaum

The Chicago Community Trust

CME Group Foundation

Early Childhood Funders’ 

     Collaborative/BUILD

Marilyn & Larry Fields

Finnegan Family Foundation

Richard W. Goldman Family 

     Foundation

Grand Victoria Foundation

Harris Family Foundation   

     Linda & Bill Friend

     Caryn & King Harris

     Stephanie & John Harris

     Toni & Dr. Ronald Paul

     Pam Friend Szokol

Heising-Simons Foundation

Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation

The Robert Wood Johnson 

     Foundation

The Joyce Foundation

Anne & Burt∞ Kaplan

Oscar G. & Elsa S. Mayer Family 

     Foundation

Harriet & Ulrich∞ Meyer

Northern Trust

The David & Lucile Packard 

     Foundation

Diane Rickles Pekow∞

Perigee Fund

Pittway Corporation Charitable 

     Foundation

Polk Bros. Foundation

The Red Nose Day Fund at Comic 

     Relief USA

Michael Reese Health Trust

Cari & Michael J. Sacks

Catherine Siegel

Steans Family Foundation

W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone 

     Foundation

Stranahan Foundation

Saul Zaentz Charitable Trust

$500,000 To $999,999

Anonymous (3)

Susan & Steve Baird

Alvin H. Baum Family Fund

The Boeing Company

Nancy & Steve Crown

D & R Fund

Einhorn Family Charitable Trust

Robert Heaton

Howard Ellsworth Jessen

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

Karen Rudolph & David Donnini

Diana & Michael Sands

Catherine & Howard Siegel

William & Kristen Woolfolk

Sam Yagan & Jessica Droste 

     Yagan

$250,000 To $499,999

Allstate Insurance Company

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation

Anonymous (4)

BMO Harris Bank

Cartwright Foundation

Mary & Terry Dillon

Evanston Community Foundation

Tom Gimbel, LaSalle Network

Keith & Rodney Goldstein

Mr. James Grusecki & Mrs. Brenda 

     Grusecki

The Hasten Foundation

Rusty & Samuel Hellman

Illinois Children’s Healthcare 

      Foundation

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Louis R. Lurie Foundation

John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur 

     Foundation

The McCall Family Foundation

Paul Metzger & Sarah Bradley

Pew Charitable Trusts/Pre-K Now

The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund

Prince Charitable Trusts

Pritzker Early Childhood 

     Foundation

The Rothkopf Family Foundation

Dr. Scholl Foundation

The John & Kathleen Schreiber 

     Foundation

Michael & Linda Simon

Sunshine Charitable Foundation,

     Denise & Dave Bunning

Anne & John Tuohy

Voices for Illinois Children

The Oprah Winfrey Foundation

$100,000 To $249,999

The J.R. Albert Foundation

Anonymous (2)

AptarGroup Charitable 

     Foundation

Curt R. Bailey

Bill∞ & Donna Barrows

Prue & Frank Beidler

Bloomberg Philanthropies

The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation

The Bluhm Family Charitable 

     Foundation

Helen Brach Foundation

Brady Education Foundation

The Brinson Foundation

Jane & David Casper

Terri & Robert∞ Cohn

Colliers International

The Commonwealth Fund

The Richard H. Driehaus 

     Foundation

Educational Foundation of 

     America

Anne & Don Edwards

Vicki Escarra

Melissa Sage Fadim, Sage 

     Foundation

Frechette Family Foundation

William H. Gates Sr.∞

GATX Corporation

Gustafson Family Charitable 

     Foundation / Patti & Allen 

     Gustafson

Cabray Haines & David Kiley

Julie & Parker∞ Hall

William Randolph Hearst 

     Foundation

David Herro & Jay Franke

Illinois Network of Child Care 

     Resource & Referral Agencies 

     (INCCRRA)

ITW

The Mayer & Morris Kaplan Family 

     Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keiser Donor 

     Advised Fund

Timothy & Elizabeth Landon

Liz & Eric Lefkofsky

Ron & Fifi Levin

Martha∞ & Albert∞ H. Macleod

The Malkin Family

Malott Family Foundation

Rika & Joe Mansueto

Colonel Stanley R. McNeil 

     Foundation

David & Laura Merage Foundation

Peoples Gas

Pivotal Ventures

PNC

Rainwater Charitable Foundation

Related Midwest

The Satter Foundation

Jean Schlemmer

Earl & Brenda Shapiro Foundation

Howard Siegel

Julie & Brian Simmons

Coleman Tuggle & Deborah Daro 

Glen Tullman

Ulta Beauty

Visiting Nurse Association 

     Foundation

Woods Fund of Chicago

ANNUAL GIVING

Start Early honors all our donors 

for their generous gifts, pledges 

and payments last fiscal year 
(July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020).

$1,000,000 & Above

The Ballmer Group 

Leslie Bluhm & David Helfand 

     Family +

Buffett Early Childhood Fund +

Crown Family Philanthropies +

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

Perigee Fund 

Pritzker Children’s Initiative 

Diana & Bruce Rauner, Rauner 

     Family Foundation +

The Red Nose Day Fund at Comic 

     Relief USA 

Helen & Sam Zell, Zell Family 

     Foundation +

$500,000 To $999,999

Marilyn & Larry Fields +

Finnegan Family Foundation

Our Generous Donors

START EARLY EXPRESSES GREAT GRATITUDE FOR THE 

GENEROUS SUPPORT OF ITS DONORS OVER THE YEARS.

∞ Deceased      + Annual Luncheon Sponsor ∞ Deceased      + Annual Luncheon Sponsor
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Heising-Simons Foundation

The David & Lucile Packard 

     Foundation

Diana & Michael Sands

$100,000 To $499,999

Anonymous (3)

Chicago Community COVID-19 

     Response Fund 

Mary & Terry Dillon 

Vicki Escarra 

Frechette Family Foundation 

William H. Gates Sr.∞ 

Tom Gimbel, LaSalle Network +

Richard W. Goldman Family 

     Foundation 

Keith & Rodney Goldstein +

Harris Family Foundation +

     Linda & Bill Friend

     Caryn & King Harris

     Stephanie & John Harris

     Toni & Dr. Ronald Paul

     Pam Friend Szokol

Irving Harris Foundation +

The Hasten Foundation +

Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation    

Howard Ellsworth Jessen 

The Robert Wood Johnson 

     Foundation 

George Kaiser Family Foundation 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

Robert R. McCormick 

     Foundation +

Peoples Gas +

Pivotal Ventures 

Rainwater Charitable Foundation 

The Rothkopf Family Foundation+

Karen Rudolph & David Donnini 

The John & Kathleen Schreiber 

     Foundation 

Catherine Siegel +

W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone 

     Foundation 

Coleman Tuggle & Deborah Daro 

$50,000 To $99,999

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation 

Susan & Steve Baird +

BMO Harris Bank +

The Boeing Company +

David & Jane Casper +

Nancy & Steven Crown +

James P. & Brenda S. Grusecki 

     Family Foundation 

Dan O’Keefe 

Related Midwest +

Steans Family Foundation +

$25,000 To $49,999

The J.R. Albert Foundation 

Allstate Insurance Company +

A Better Chicago 

The Brinson Foundation 

ComEd, an Exelon Company +

D & R Fund 

Dr. & Mrs. Michael DeVan 

Anne & Don Edwards +

GCM Grosvenor +

ITW +

Malott Family Foundation 

Northern Trust +

Peoples Gas +

PNC +

Sachs Family Foundation 

Cari & Michael J. Sacks +

Ulta Beauty +

$10,000 To $24,999

Abbott +

Nick & Jessie Alberding 

Anam Foundation 

Anonymous 

Prue & Frank Beidler 

The Bluhm Family Charitable 

     Foundation +

Noelle C. Brock, Brock Family 

     Foundation 

Jacolyn & John Bucksbaum +

Colliers International +

Cullinan Properties, Ltd.  +

James & Barbara Ferry 

Gorter Family Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keiser Donor 

     Advised Fund 

Ron & Felicia Levin 

Dan Levine 

The Malkin Family +

Rika & Joe Mansueto 

Charles & Brunetta Matthews 

Paul Metzger & Sarah Bradley 

Nicor Gas +

Doug & Diane Oberhelman +

Virginia Oviedo & Michael Ojeda, 

     Midan Inc. 

Dr. Scholl Foundation 

Howard Siegel +

Julie & Brian Simmons +

Michael & Linda Simon +

Robin Steans & Gail Leonard 

Sunshine Charitable 

     Foundation, +

     Denise & Dave Bunning

Ken & Kathy Tallering +

Glen Tullman 

Wilson Garling Foundation +

$5,000 To $9,999

@properties +

AbbVie +

Ellen Alberding & Kelly Welsh +

Amory Aldrich 

Amy & Ken Aldridge +

Anonymous (2)

Axiom Consulting Partners +

Linda & Robert Barrows 

Joan & Bill Brodsky +
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H. Roger & Roberta H. Brown 

     Charitable Fund 

Chicago Bulls +

Coe Capital Management +

Bobbie & Charlie Denison 

Debra Dobbs +

Mr. Andrew D. Ebbott & Ms. 

     Kathleen H. Ebbott 

Erikson Institute +

The Joseph & Bessie Feinberg 

     Foundation +

Ferson Creek Fund 

The Marshall & Jamee Field Family 

     Fund at The Chicago 

     Community Fund 

Lula Ford 

Rachel & Devin Gross +

Maxwell Gunnill & Katie Byrne +

Marta Gutierrez +

Cabray Haines & David Kiley 

Coe Capital Management +

The Jellyvision Lab, Inc. 

Justine Jentes & Daniel Kuruna 

The Morris & Dolores Kohl 

     Kaplan Fund of The Dolores 

     Kohl Education Foundation +

Learning Resources +

Lendlease US Construction Inc. +

Elaine & Donald Levinson +

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s 

     Hospital of Chicago +

Deborah & Mark McCann 

Philip & Nancy Miller 

J.P. Morgan Private Bank +

Sharon Oberlander +

Plante Moran +

Podolsky Family Foundation 

Protiviti +

Jeanne Rogers 

John & Jeanne Rowe 

Cheryl & Craig Simon +

Jessica Volk Strausbaugh 

Robin Loewenberg Tebbe & Mark 

     Tebbe +

Anne & William Tobey +

Anne & John Tuohy 

Sam Yagan & Jessica Droste 

     Yagan 

$2,500 To $4,999

Access Search, Inc.

Anonymous (2)

Ellen & Laurence Bronska

The Patricia O. Cox Family Fund 

     at The Chicago Community  

     Foundation

Terri & Bob DiMeo

DiMeo Schneider & Associates, 

     L.L.C.

Epsilon Economics

William J. Gibbons

Diana Gilson

Leonard C. Goodman

Elleke & Stephen Haggerty

Celeste Herrera

Illinois Action for Children

The Robert A. & Shirley J. Jones 

     Foundation

Holly King

Kovler Family Foundation

Marjorie McMorris

Mesirow Financial

Molina Healthcare

James & Margo Oliff

Jacob & Katie Schtevie

David & Jamie Schwartz

Tom & Judy Scorza

James Spellman

Rick Tuttle

Catherine M. & Frederick H. 

     Waddell

Iris S. Witkowsky

$500 To $2,499

Jonathan Abbott & Shari Malyn

Pat Alberding

Barbara Anderson

Anonymous

Maia Barmish

Susan & Don Belgrad

Karen & Steve Berkowitz

Jill Bernstein

Laura Bilicic

John & Vicki Bitner & Holly Bitner 

     Duck

Judy & Philip Block

Jeffrey & Leah Bluestone

John Burke

Mary Ellen Cagney

Greg Cameron & Greg Thompson

Carroll Family Foundation

Joseph Chang

Charities Aid Foundation of 

     America

Thomas Chatt & George 

     Scheideman

CIBC

City Staffing

Seth & Lynn Cohen

Juan & Miriam Cuan

Forrest Danson

Christina Dell

Delta Dental of Illinois Inc.

Nicholas Diamand

Kelly King Dibble

Lynn Donaldson & Cameron Avery

Claire Dunham

Martha & Rick Dwenger

Eliza & Timothy Earle

Marshall & JoAnn Eisenberg

Caitlin English

Sylvia Fergus

Anisha Ford

Jeff Foreman

Cheri Friedman
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Paula & Timothy Friedman

Chad & Trisha Fugere

Bill & Mari Gimbel

Michael Goldberg

Joan Golder

Jeannette & Jerry Goldstone

Andrea & Jim Gordon, The 

     Edgewater Funds

Clare & Robert Gordon

Beth Gomberg-Hirsch & Austin 

     Hirsch

Sara Guerrero-Duby

Caryn & King Harris

Sally Havlis & David Weininger

Deborah Hellman & Derek Brown

Mike & Natalie Hoffman

Fred & Sandra Holubow

Caroline & Charles Huebner

Howard Isenberg

JMB Insurance Agency

Dylan & Kenna Johnson

Mary Tyler Johnson

Laura & Eric Jordahl

Gerri & David Kahnweiler

Mary & Don Kirwan

Madalyn Klenske & William 

     Richardson

Jewish Federation of Cleveland

Michael & Sheila Kurzman

Susan Levinson

Martha & Nathan Linsley

Emily Litwin

John & Mary Manley

Carrie McNally

Christopher & Amanda Miller

Melinda Miller

Joe Morein

Mr. & Mrs. James Morris

Kim & David Mulligan

Jeffrey Nadherny

Barbara Neal

Janis W. Notz

Ruth O’Brien

Hilary Oran

Dr. Debra Pacchiano & Mr. Jeffrey 

     Wagner

Dennis Pearce

George Pfeiffer

Katie & Amnon Rodan

Olivia Bea Ross Foundation

Patrick & Shirley Ryan

Jean Schlemmer

Jeanne Schoder

Mr. & Mrs. John D. Sellers

Senior Eye Associates

Lee Shapiro

Ilene & Michael Shaw Charitable 

     Trust

Emily Shubeck

Sarah Richardson Siegel

Callie Silver

Michael Simons

Valisa Smith

Annie Haas SooHoo

Frederick Sperling

Andrew Spiegel & Judith Musick

Stephen & Lauren Strelsin

Mikela Sutrina-Busch

United Conveyor Foundation

Clea Van Voorhis

Johanna Vetter

Ken & Amy Viellieu

Nancy Vincent

Margery Wallen

Justine Wardrop

Justin Weddle

Ruth Weiler

Scott & Natalie Wentworth

Maria & Robert Westropp

Susan White

Cheryle Wittert

Kendra Yoch

Susan Yost

$100 To $499

Susan & William Abrams

Michelle Ackmann

Kathleen Adams

Carol Aggen

Danielle Albergo

Christopher Alexander

Leslie Alter

Amalgamated Bank of Chicago

Amazon Smile

Annie Ambrose

Karen Anderson

Kimball Anderson

William Anderson

Anonymous (3)

Laurie Ashley

L. Kelly Atkinson, Jr.

John Ball

Ryan Barr

Kathy Bartley

Glenn Basgall

Emily Bastedo

The Batten Group

Peter Beale-DelVecchio

Brenda Becker

Greg & Wendy Beihl

Annette Beitel

Larissa Bennett

Nancy Bennett

Sarah Berg

Lester Berlin

Rebecca Berlin

Kristin Bernhard

Shelley Bromberek-Lambert

Kimberly Boudakh

Eleni & Jimmy Bousis

Madeline Brady

Lisa Brock

Ann Marie Brodarick

Devon Brodsky

Anne Brown

Stacey Brownlee & Stuart 

OUR DONORS CONT.
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     Richardson

Betsy Burke

Marguerite & John Burton

Litty Cakes

Philip Callahan

Greg Campbell

Nancy Duby Carlon

Claire Challenger

Judith Chevalier

Maureen Cirrincione

Altaira Citron-Greco

Mawiya Coates

Roxanne Corkin

Jen Cortina

Catalina & Marcelo Cruz de la Paz

Amy Cubbage

Maura Daly

Denise & Scott Davis

Andrea Dawkins

John DeCosmo

Teresa Dismukes

Nancy Dolan & Dan Levine

Carolyn Dolezal

Lexi & Erik Donelson

Kathleen Doyle

John Duby

Mary Duby

Elaine Duensing

Nora Duff

Teresa Duffey

Andrew & Lauren Edelston

Amy & Chris Ege

Terry Ellis

Alexis Evans

Exelon Corporation

Amy R. Fahey

Max Ferencz

Lisa Fernandez

Naomi & Arnold Fisher

Polly Flaa

Sophie Flinchum

Anne Flosi

Lori Fogelson

Jay & Phylis Frankel

Rose & Patrick Gallagher

Barbara Gamson

Karen Ganz

Maya Garcia

Toni Garza

Donn Gasner

Andrew Georgelos

Frances Glick

Kitty Glick

Matt Glickman

Ethel & Bill Gofen

Walton Goldring

Jen Gooze

Nina & Elisha Gray

Lisa Groves

Ellen Gualtieri

Chris Guillen

Sheila Haennicke

Shannon Haffey

Mary Halaby

Margaret Hamil

Larry & Victoria Handwerk

Ann Hanson

Ashley Harding

Rebecca Harles

Moira Hathcock

Marsha Shigeyo Hawley

Thomas Hayes

Kathleen A. Heneghan

Barbara Hermansen

Elizabeth Hirschtritt

Dana Westreich Hirt

Colleen Hobin

Barbara Hoffman

Sarah & Brett Holcomb

Sarah Holliday

Suzanne Holmes

Andrew Holst

Joyce Hopkins

Heidi Huck

Lisa Hutcherson & Scott Goodman

Brianna Jackson

Cynthia D. Jackson

Todd Jackson

Marian Jacobson

Gail Jenkins

Gweneth Jessen & Steve Gilmore

Jesslyn Jobe

Stephanie Johnson

Ruth Kagi

Margi Kahn

Suzanne & Dan Kanter

Norman Kaufman

Anne Kelly

Bill Kendall

Brian Kennel

Portia Kennel

Lauren Kenny

Alvina Kiley

James Kinoshita

Daniel Kirk

Ann Kirwan

Rebecca Klein

Nathaniel W. Klitzing

Nick Klitzing & Brittany Ladd 

Klitzing

Andrea Knorr

Christine Kowalke

Sarah & Jason Kozin

Anne T. Kraus

Mike Kuhrt

Ryan Kulhanek

Robin Labeur-Niemis

Bridget Lally

Mary Lally

Maia Lamdany

Anthony Lamonaca

Brenda Langenfeld

Alexis Lavko

Linda Levine

Magdalen Livesey

Henry Loeb
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Aimee Lorenz

Susan Lucas

Amy Lusk

Thomas Maas

Peg L. Macaluso & Jeffrey A. 

     Gonyo

David Mandelbaum

Kelly Mangel

Katharine Mann

David Marshall

Laura Martin

Julia Marynus

Linda & Norman Matthew

Kalli Maufas

Ellen McBride

Caroline McCarthy

Jane McCarthy

Erin McInerney

Elizabeth Mckenna

Sylvia Mendoza

Marc Mengel

Bonnie & Charles Mervis

Allison Miller

Elizabeth Miller

Barbara & Lawrence Millman

Susanna Mlot

Alicia Moorehead

Bridget Morton

Linda & James Morzillo

Michael Msall

Luvie & Scott Myers

Sara Nadig & Kevin Batkiewicz

Dr. Steven Nasatir

Kerri Neis

Julie Newell

Gail Nourse

Lynn Novick

Daniel O’Neill

Marie Osadjan

Troy & Whitney Parchman

William & Katie Parker

Diane & John Patience

Nicole Pecoulas

Robert Perelman & Mary Lee 

     Barker

David Perna

Anne Pesavento

Katie Peterson

Mari Philipsborn

Francessca Phillips

Jeffrey Piper

Gabriel Mark Pirtle

Cynthia Poehlmann

Elizabeth Posner

Kimberly Ptak

Nar Ramkissoon

Karen & Jeffrey Rasmussen

Raul I. Raymundo

Liz Reddinger

Katy Reichert

Judith Reidt-Parker

Karen Remsen

Jay & Paula Risk

Alissa Rivera

Lila Rives

Mary Joyce Robbins

Barbara Jean Robey

Stuart Robinson

Terrence & Dot Roche

Ron Rohde

Sara Rupert

Jill Ruskusky

Gabriel Taylor Russ

Liz Gould Saltzman

Pamela Sanders

David Scaramodo

Heather & Michael Scarpace

Andrew Schapiro

Caryn Schiff

Sandip Shah

Suk & Manshi Shah

Moe Shebli

Megan Sherman

William & Harlan Shropshire

Courtney Shupryt

Catherine Sierakowski

Karen & Eric Simon

Alisa & Howard Singer

Sarah Slaughter & Tom Smith

Keiko Slazas

Ellen Smith

Katherine Smith

Lisa Snow & Franco Turrinelli

Lindsey Sorensen

Keeley Sorokti

Linda Spielman

Joanne Steinback

Alexandra Stirling

James Storer

Julie & Bob Stracks

Brenda Strange

Danielle Sumerlin

Janet Surkin & Robert Stillman

Dana Suskind

Mallary Swartz

Peter Talmers

Donna & Doug Tatum

David Taylor

Karolina & Daniel Toporkiewicz

Shamik Trivedi

Elizabeth Tullis

Turow-Blumberg Giving Fund

Eric Vaandering

Noah Verlinde

Margot Visconti

Donna & Curtis Voges

Marcia & John Volk

Anne Walker

Aradhana Walker

Gary & Mary Walther

Griswold Ware

Roberta L. Washlow & Robert J. 

     Washlow

Christopher Watkins

Allison Weil

Noreen & Jim Wessendorf
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Beth & Richard Wexner

Julia Wheeler

Renee Wheeler

Megan Wholey

Ellen K. Wondra

Damaris Wright

Karen Wu

Kathy Wu

Leah Yablonka

Steven Yandell

Sarah Yost

Hossein & Mary Youssefi

IN-KIND GIVING

Aba

Alcauter Construction

Acorn Evaluation

Adler Planetarium

Cheryl Berman

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 

     Illinois

CC’s Wish List, Lavin Family 

     Foundation

Chicago Bears

Chicago Bulls

Chicago Cubs

Chicago Public Schools

Chicago White Sox

CorePower Yoga

Cross Town Fitness

Debonair Social Club

DePaul Blue Demons

Mary Duby

Float Sixty

Garretts’ Popcorn

Kristen Halbroth

Johnson & Bell, Ltd.

Johnson’s Ice Cream

KPMG LLP

Lettuce Entertain You

Lou Malnati’s

LulaFit

Massage Envy Lakeview

Midtown Athletic Club

Museum of Science & Industry

North Shore Country Day School

Nothing Bundt Cake

Diana Rauner

Revival Food Hall

River North Fests

RPM Italian

Kendra Scott

Shedd Aquarium

Sheppard Mullin

Spynergy Wicker Park

Steppenwolf

The Wholey Poitras Group of RW 

     Baird

Travel100 Group

Urban Kayaks

Wiberg

Saul Zaentz Charitable Trust
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Irving B. Harris ∞

Founder

Curt R. Bailey

Chairman of the Board

Billie Wright Adams, M.D.

Susan Baird

Sheila Capestany * 

David Casper

Mawiyah Coates

Nancy Carrington Crown

Deborah Daro, Ph.D.

Kelly King Dibble

Vicki B. Escarra

Marilyn Fields

Marquia Fields

Lula M. Ford

Bill Friend

Tom Gimbel

Keith Kiley Goldstein

Mary Hasten

David A. Helfand

Alan King

Charles Matthews

Paul Metzger

Dan O’Keefe

Virginia F. Oviedo

Francessca Phillips

Isabel Navarrete Polsky, M.D.

Raul I. Raymundo

Dick Rothkopf

Diana Sands

Suk Shah

Catherine M. Siegel, LCSW

Linda K. Smith

Anne L. Tuohy

Sam Yagan

Helen Zell

 

WASHINGTON STATE 

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Sheila Capestany *

Chair

HONORARY FOUNDING 

DIRECTOR

Bernice Weissbourd

AFFILIATES BOARD

Mikela Sutrina

Chair

 

Danielle Albergo

Avery Allman

John Burke

Claire Challenger

Altaira Citron

Erik Donelson

Mary Duby

Caitlin English

Sophie Flinchum

Shannon Haffey

Kristen Halboth

Katy Heneghan

Lea Jesse

Robert Kemp

Sarah Kozin

Amber LaFevers

Alexis Lavko

Caroline McCarthy

Alissa Rivera

Catherine Sierakowski

Annie Haas SooHoo

Liza Tullis

Margot Visconti

Allison Weil

Megan Wholey

Steven Yandell

Sarah Yost

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Diana Mendley Rauner 

President

Mike Hoffman

Chief Operating Officer

Donna Iwanski

Chief Financial Officer

Rebecca Berlin

Senior Vice President, Quality, 

Solutions and Impact

Leadership
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Kristin Bernhard

Senior Vice President, 

Advocacy and Policy

Claire Dunham

Senior Vice President, 

Programs and Training

Cynthia D. Jackson

Executive Director, Educare 

Learning Network; 

Senior Vice President, Start Early

Daphne Logan

Senior Vice President, 

People and Culture

Johanna Vetter 

Chief Advancement Officer 

Valisa Smith

Executive Director, 

Washington State Office 

Ireta Gasner

Vice President, 

Illinois Policy

Ann Hanson

Vice President, 

Advancing Quality

Ann Kirwan

Vice President, 

Strategy and Partnerships

Amy Lusk

Vice President, 

Fundraising Partnerships

Colleen Murphy

Vice President, 

Early Childhood Connector

Debra Pacchiano

Vice President, 

Translational Research

Kim Ptak

Vice President, 

Communications

Terrence Roche

Vice President, 

Professional Services

Ellen Smith 

Vice President, 

Operations and Effectiveness

Margie Wallen

Vice President, 

National Policy

Kelly Woodlock

Vice President, 

National Home Visiting

April Wozniak

Vice President, 

Development

Brittany Ladd

Chief of Staff

FIRST FIVE YEARS FUND

Sarah Rittling

Executive Director

LEADERSHIP TEAM CONT.

ACTIVE FOR START EARLY FISCAL YEAR 2020

∞ Deceased      * Ex officio
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