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One million. That’s how many neurological connections a baby’s brain makes in a single second. 

From birth to age five, children learn the skills and behaviors that will lay the foundation for their lifelong 
academic and social-emotional success. For the nearly 5 million children under age five living in poverty, 
these are the years in which an achievement gap has the most risk to take root.

Thanks to your generous support, we’re helping parents and teachers provide the experiences that 
our youngest learners need to succeed in kindergarten and beyond. Leveraging research, practice, 
professional development and policy and advocacy, we help support parent coaching and high-quality 
early childhood programs. These programs help ensure a better future for young children. 

The Ounce of Prevention Fund believes a new approach is required to help shift the landscape of early 
childhood education in communities and states to generate momentum for transformational change 
throughout the nation. The field needs a coalescing force to transform our country’s state of early 
learning — and the Ounce is uniquely positioned to do just that.

Today, we are continuing to build on our history of more than three decades of local, state and 
nationwide influence to further scale this impact into transformational change.

Guided by a strategic plan with a bold, ambitious goal to impact 1.3 million children in poverty under age 
five by 2023, we are committed to shaping our country’s state of early learning and changing the future 
for our most vulnerable children.

In partnership with others, we will weave disparate initiatives, programs and expertise into a collective 
vision that can bring coherence to a fragmented field. These complex issues are too large for any single 
program or organization to solve alone.

Our accomplishments over the past year, along with our strategic plan, have positioned us to lead a 
collective and dynamic effort to share knowledge, foster innovation and accelerate change. We invite  
you to join us as we look ahead to a brighter future for our youngest children. 

Thank you,

  Diana Mendley Rauner     Curt R. Bailey 
  President      Chairman

Letter From President and Board Chair
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The Ounce of Prevention Fund gives children in 

poverty the best chance for success in school and 

in life by advocating for and providing the highest 

quality care and education from birth to age five.
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Policy Impact

Advocated successfully for the fiscal year 2019 Illinois 
budget to include a $50 million increase for early 
childhood education, its highest level ever.

Championed and led the effort to gather statewide 
kindergarten readiness data for the first time, thanks 
to KIDS (Kindergarten Individual Development Survey).

Helped to shape five federal policy initiatives in 
partnership with the Educare Learning Network.

Our ImpactBy the numbers
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Program and Practice Impact

Partnered with state education leaders in Washington, Oregon and Tennessee 
to improve pre-k programs and policies reaching 40,000 children.

Facilitated peer learning and fostered innovation  
among 23 Educare schools, serving more  

than 3,800 children and families in diverse  
communities nationwide.

Served 165 young, low-income children and their 
families at award-winning birth-to-five Educare Chicago, 

developing the literacy, language, early math and  
social-emotional skills children need to succeed.

Delivered research-based professional development training to more 
than 4,500 home visiting and center-based professionals.

Partnered with state and local agencies to pilot Family Connects 
Illinois, the state’s first universal home visiting program.

Provided home visiting services for close to 2,000 families in Illinois.

Served more than 1,000 doula participants for the first time.
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Driving Meaningful Change in Early Childhood Education Through Public Policy
Far too many states and communities are struggling to provide the systems 
needed for families with young children. That’s why policy is a critical component  
of the work we do at every level of influence — community, state and federal.  

Strides in Early Childhood Education in Illinois
Since 2010, the Ounce has played a leadership role in developing and implementing 
the Kindergarten Individual Development Survey (KIDS), working with the Illinois 
State Board of Education, philanthropic partners, educators, researchers and other 
advocacy groups. Now, thanks to the survey, Illinois has its first ever statewide 
snapshot of kindergarten readiness, which will guide professional learning for 

teachers, help parents understand the expectations for their children and 
help lawmakers determine how resources should be directed.  

In addition, the Ounce worked with its advocacy partners to get 
critical legislation signed into law to make it easier for Preschool 

for All programs to retain or hire highly qualified early care and 
education staff as lead teachers as long as they’re working 

toward their teaching license. 

Home Visiting Improvements and Innovations 
The Ounce partnered with Illinois agency leaders 
and stakeholders to make home visiting services 
more effective for the state’s youngest children and 
families. A report was then released detailing the 
commitments from state leaders to improve the 
connections across these sectors.  

Advocacy for Impact
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Influencing State and Federal Policy
Through our consultation, technical assistance and peer learning supports, 
the Ounce contributed to state policy wins in Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Maine, Michigan, New Hampshire and Wisconsin that resulted in greater 
access to higher-quality early learning programs and more effective early 
childhood systems.  

Field Leadership and Alliance Building
Recognized as a leader in the early childhood field, the Ounce was 
commissioned to produce a report on strategies for increasing access to 
subsidized child care for families experiencing homelessness. The findings 
of the report will be used to inform policy changes in Pennsylvania. The 
2018 State Policy Update, which provides a snapshot of early childhood 
budget and legislative policy changes in many states, is also a widely used 
resource by advocates across the country.

In addition, as a result of Illinois’ early childhood expulsion law, led by the 
Ounce and its partners, the Ounce was asked to provide consultation to 
Washington, Arizona, Colorado and Texas as they advocated for a similar  
law in their states. 

Our Advocacy Focus

1.  Sustaining and increasing public funding 
investments for early childhood education. 

2.  Establishing sound policies that reduce barriers for 
families and support high-quality early childhood 
education experiences for all young children, 
especially those living in poverty.
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First Five Years Fund (FFYF)
Through extensive policy, government relations and 
communications expertise, the First Five Years Fund 
(FFYF) — a partnership with the Ounce and leading 
philanthropies — works with federal policymakers to 
galvanize support for greater investments and policies to 
increase access to high-quality early childhood education.

Over the past year, FFYF’s instrumental advocacy role in Washington, D.C. has 
contributed to significant achievements.

 •  Bipartisan reauthorization of the Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood 
Home Visiting (MIECHV) Program for five years.

 •  Historic Funding Increases for Child Care. A bipartisan deal in the 
U.S. Senate resulted in an increase of $2.37 billion for the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant (CCDBG) program above FY2017 levels. Congress 
then appropriated an additional $50 million for CCDBG in the bipartisan 
FY2019 funding bill.

 •  Increased funding for Head Start and Early Head Start by nearly a billion 
dollars. The bipartisan funding bill passed in September 2018 added an 
additional $200 million for this fiscal year.

 •  Funding and Implementation of the Preschool Development Grants 
Program for two years. FFYF has been instrumental in ensuring funding 
was provided by Congress and in leading advocacy efforts to continue to 
demonstrate broad support for the program across the country.
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Since FFYF's founding in 2007, federal funding for early care and learning has increased 62% from $12.6B to $20.6B.
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Increasing Quality by Supporting  
Teachers and Leaders

Quality early education requires a well-trained workforce and experienced leaders. 
Building on decades of field experience and validated by comprehensive research, 
the Ounce has built a suite of online tools and in-person professional development 
opportunities for early childhood education leaders, teachers and home 
visiting professionals across the United States. By supporting the professional 
development of leaders and specfically childhood education practitioners, we can 
positively impact our nation’s children. 

This year, our existing professional development programs — Achieve OnDemand 
and Lead Learn Excel — grew reach, expanded into new states and communities, 
refined their offerings and revamped their content. 

Through Achieve OnDemand, over 2,000 home visitors and home visiting 
supervisors have engaged in training to provide better service to the families  
they support.

Lead Learn Excel has transformed the leadership practice of over 
600 early childhood education leaders nationwide through 
training and coaching.

We also introduced two new professional 
development offerings — Educare Best Practices 
Training and Early Education Essentials 
— representing a significant expansion in 
the breadth and depth of the Ounce’s 
professional development services.
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Impact Through Leadership Development

 •  Lead Learn Excel is a professional learning program 
designed to enhance child outcomes by transforming 
early childhood education professionals into the most 
effective instructional leaders.  

 •  Achieve OnDemand offers home visitors and 
supervisors nationwide a comprehensive online 
professional development resource. This unique  
program includes relevant learning experiences for 
both newly hired and more experienced home visiting 
professionals. The training is applicable across all  
national home visiting models.  

 •  Educare Best Practices Training is an early childhood 
professional development program that helps practitioners 

and center-based programs develop their knowledge, 
behavior and practices to meet the increasingly rigorous 

quality standards in early education.

 •  Early Education Essentials is a new measurement 
system that includes teacher and parent surveys and 

data-use and improvement tools. Developed by the 
Ounce and the UChicago Consortium, the tool 

helps educators evaluate and improve upon key 
organizational factors in early childhood settings 
that influence the success of educating very 
 young children. 
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Improving Outcomes for Families

The first years set a trajectory for development throughout a lifetime.  
That’s why the Ounce strives to empower at-risk families with support  

that can help them give their babies a brighter future. 

Our trained doulas work primarily with first-time, teen parents to 
help them build strong bonds with their babies before the child is 

born. Doulas provide weekly home visits to encourage prenatal 
care, offer ongoing support at the hospital during labor and 

delivery and provide postpartum home visits for six to eight 
weeks after the baby is born. The Ounce partners with the 

state to train and support doulas and home visitors across 
Illinois.

Additionally, the Ounce is the leading provider of 
professional development and training for home 
visitors in Illinois. In our evidence-based home visiting 
programs, parent coaches provide child-development 
and parenting information to help teen parents 
create safe, stimulating home environments; model 
positive and language-rich relationships; and ensure 
families have access to medical, dental, mental 
health and other supports. 

This year, the Ounce partnered with state and local 
agencies to pilot Family Connects Illinois in two 
communities. This program began as a process to 
create a coordinated, universal system to offer all 

newborns and their parents a home visit in order 
to provide them with information, resources and 

supports to meet their individualized needs. 
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95% of children were 
regularly screened to 
monitor their development. 

89% of children visited  
a physician regularly for  
well-child care.

87% of participants 
initiated breastfeeding with 
their newborn baby — well 
above average for low-
income and young parents.

85% of teen parent participants 
had either graduated high school or 
were still in school one year later; 
typically, most teen parents don’t 
finish their high school education.

14% of first-time teen parents in 
the home visiting programs have a 
second baby within two years, lower 
than the typical 25%.

Two-thirds of births to teen moms 
in the program were attended by the 
father of the baby.

Improving Outcomes for Babies

Relevant findings of FY2018 participants in our doula and home visiting 
programs:

Lisa

Several months ago, the Ounce heard the story of Lisa, a mother who came to accept that her daughter 

might have a developmental delay. Thanks to an empathic home visitor with specialized training to work 

with homeless families, Lisa enrolled her child in an early intervention program — a key step in helping 

address challenges that could impact the child’s kindergarten readiness. 

97% of all families in Family Connects Illinois pilots exhibited a need for 
education or referrals for ongoing services during their home visits.
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Providing Technical Assistance to Chicago’s Early Childhood Programs 
In 2018, the Ounce provided training and technical assistance focused on program 
quality to the city of Chicago’s network of early childhood programs. This network, 
funded by Head Start and the state’s Early Childhood Block Grant, consists of 
programs in schools and at 60 community agencies which serve more than 14,000 
children ages birth to five and their families. 

At the Ounce, our strategies included training on curricula, reflective practice 
groups with supervisors and facilitating cohorts of program leaders to learn 
about and implement collaborative routines as a vehicle for building a culture of 

continuous quality improvement in their programs. Each of these strategies 
was complemented with on-site technical assistance to support the 

transfer of knowledge into practice. 

Partnership for Pre-K Improvement (PPI)
The Ounce launched the Partnership for Pre-K Improvement 

(PPI) in 2016 with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the 
Alliance for Early Success and the University of Washington. 

Through this project, we are learning about what it takes to 
systemically improve preschool system quality. The Ounce 
is working with three states, Washington, Oregon and 
Tennessee, to strengthen the policies, infrastructure 
and programs necessary for continuous 
improvement of high-quality teaching and 
learning in pre-k. This work is occuring at 
multiple levels of their systems, from the 
state level down to the classroom.

Transforming Early Childhood Systems
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PPI leverages the Ounce’s unique program, policy  
and research expertise. Through this partnership,  
we support state pre-k leaders with:

•   Consultation on strategic planning for  
pre-k systems improvement

•  Peer learning in a community of states focused  
on improvement of pre-k

•  Grant funding to galvanize improvement efforts
•  Access to technical assistance and resources 

from national organizations

We create program, advocacy and research 
partnerships at the state and national levels to build 
a community of leaders sharing a vision and generating 
ideas for the field. The Ounce also aims to create tools 
and generate knowledge to increase understanding  
of what drives improvement in programs and systems  
in differing state contexts.

Through this work, we have the opportunity to 
partner and collaborate with state education 

leaders who oversee pre-k for low-income 
families across three states. Combined, 

these programs reach 40,000 children.
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The Ounce of Prevention Fund opened Educare Chicago in 2000, and the school’s 
innovative approach to learning and impact on children and families has grown 
into a national network of 23 operating schools in 14 states, with two additional 
locations under development.  

The Educare Learning Network, created in partnership with the Buffett Early 
Childhood Fund, is made up of organizations across the country that are at the 
forefront of the early childhood movement. These organizations are operating 
Educare schools and extending their reach into their local communities and 
beyond. They are working together to test out new approaches, grapple with 
challenges and share lessons learned with early childhood educators in the 
field. The Educare Learning Network is laser-focused on strong child and family 
outcomes and continuous improvement in practices. Collectively our goal is to 
transform early education in this country well beyond the walls of the schools and 
to improve the lives of children in poverty, who deserve access to high-quality early 
learning. 

The Network, informed by our on-the-ground experiences, has established strong 
partnerships with policy and advocacy leaders to gain access to and improve the 
quality of early learning programs across the country. In partnership with the Educare 
Learning Network, the Ounce policy teams have made recommendations and 
informed the future direction on several key policy issues, including the new Preschool 
Development Grants and the Head Start Designation Renewal System.

Educare Chicago Staff Education and Certification
•  100% of Educare’s Head Start teachers have a B.A., E.C.E. or higher
•  100% of Educare’s Early Head Start teachers have a B.A., I.T., C.D.A or higher
•   100% of Educare’s teacher assistants have an A.A., C.D.A, E.C.E. or higher  

(Source: Head Start Program Information Report)

Educare: A Learning Network to Drive Change
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Educare Chicago Awarded Recognition of Excellence 

ExceleRate Illinois recognizes early learning providers for their ongoing efforts to 
improve the quality of their care by awarding a series of distinctions. Over the last 
two years, Educare Chicago has received multiple ExceleRate awards:

ExceleRate Illinois 
Gold Circle of Quality

distinction for  
2018-2019 

 

ExceleRate Awards  
of Excellence 
for Preschool 

 Teaching and Learning  
in ExceleRate Illinois 

ExceleRate Awards  
of Excellence 

for Infant  
Toddler Services in 
ExceleRate Illinois

The Educare Learning Network also has a corresponding national collective of 
university researchers who partner with Educare schools to evaluate and continuously 
improve our work. The Educare Learning Network, with more than 25 expert 
researchers/scholars and 15 academic institutions, is consistently conducting research. 
The Network explores the latest science about early childhood education, translates 
those findings into real world experiences through our programs, collects information 
and data, and then rigorously drives changes in practice, professional development 
and policy. For even broader impact on the early childhood education field,  Educare 
researchers have generated:

 •  Fourteen peer-reviewed academic journal articles and three book chapters;

 •  Four dissertations or theses, with an additional 10 academic  papers  
that are under review and;

 •  More than 60 presentations at professional research and practitioner 
conferences or meetings

Today, the Educare Learning Network continues to build on its momentum as a catalyst 
for change for children.
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Partners 
& SitesGreater Illinois

Child Abuse
Council

CHAMPAIGN

BLOOMINGTON

SPRINGFIELD

ST. LOUIS

DAVENPORT

ROCKFORD

PEORIA

VNA Health Care

Easter Seals Children’s Development Center

Teen Parent Connection

Stephenson County Health 
Department

One Hope United Waukegan

Aunt Martha’s Park Forest

 Family Focus—DuPage

Family Focus—Aurora

Children’s Home 
Association of Illinois

Children’s Home + 
Aid Society

Ounce Administrative
Office

Sangamon County 
Department of 
Public Health

Fayette County 
Health Department

Spero
Family
Services

Aunt Martha’s Center
for Children’s Services

Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of
Chicago/Jadonal E. Ford 
Center for Parenting 
Programs

Children’s Home + Aid Sycamore

First Step Child Care Center

Aunt Martha’s Health 
Center Kankakee

Catholic Charities of
the Diocese of Joliet

CHICAGO

JOLIET

Lead Learn
Excel

Lead Learn Excel

AURORA
Lead Learn Excel

ELGIN

Lead Learn Excel

COLLINSVILLE

CARTERVILLE

Lead Learn 

Comprehensive
Behavioral Health
Center

Excel

Lead Learn Excel
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CHICAGO
LOOP

 

 

One Hope United  
Edgewater Center

Ounce 
Administrative 

Christopher House
New Moms, 
Inc. 

Children’s 
Home + Aid 
VIVA

Marillac Social Center

Ounce Administrative 

Educare Chicago Healthy
Parents and 
Babies 

Centers for New Horizons  
Dawson Center

SGA Youth and 
Family Services

Family Focus—

Englewood 

Metropolitan

Family Services

Children’s Place Assocation 
Family Center

YMCA of Metropolitan 
Chicago West Side

Healthy Beginnings

Family Focus—Lawndale

Pilsen Wellness Center  
Unidos Formando Un Futuro

Metropolitan 
Family

Services

Children’s Place 
Association  

Home Visiting

Casa Central Early Learning 
Academy

One Hope United Bridgeport 
Child Development Center I

One Hope United Bridgeport 
Child Development Center II

Children’s Home + Aid 

Catholic Charities

Englewood Center

YWCA of 
Metropolitan 
Chicago 
Young Parents 
Program

 Advocate Illinois 
Masonic  
Medical Center

Partners 
& SitesChicago
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Partners 
& SitesNational

4*

First

Five  

Years

Fund

2
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Arizona

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Florida

Georgia

Illinois

Indiana

Kansas

Louisiana

Maine

Massachusetts

Michigan

Nebraska

New Hampshire

New Mexico

New York

Oklahoma

Texas

Washington, DC

Wisconsin

STATE ADVOCACY PARTNERS

Arizona (Phoenix)

Atlanta

California at Silicon Valley 

(San Jose)

Central Maine (Waterville)

Chicago

Denver

Flint, MI

Kansas City, KS

Lincoln, NE

Los Angeles at Long Beach

Miami-Dade

Milwaukee

New Orleans

Oklahoma City

Omaha at Indian Hill

Omaha at Kellom

Seattle

Springfield, MA*

Tulsa at Clinton*

Tulsa at Hawthorne

Tulsa at Kendall-Whittier

Tulsa at MacArthur

Washington, DC

West DuPage, IL

Winnebago, NE

*Under construction

SCHOOLS

Washington, DC

FEDERAL POLICY

Oregon Tennessee Washington

PARTNERSHIP FOR  

PRE-K IMPROVEMENT (PPI)
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Ounce of Prevention Fund Donors
LIFETIME DONORS

$10,000,000 OR MORE

The Ballmer Group
Buffett Early Childhood Fund
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Irving Harris Foundation
Joan & Irving∞ Harris 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Pritzker Children’s Initiative
Helen & Sam Zell, Zell Family 

Foundation

$5,000,000 TO $9,999,999

George Kaiser Family Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Rauner Family Foundation

$1,000,000 TO $4,999,999

Alliance for Early Success
Anonymous
Bezos Family Foundation
Jacolyn & John Bucksbaum
The Chicago Community Trust
CME Group Foundation
The Crown Family
Early Childhood Funders’ 

Collaborative/BUILD
Einhorn Family Charitable Trust
Marilyn & Larry Fields
Finnegan Family Foundation
Richard W. Goldman Family 

Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation
Harris Family Foundation/
   Linda & Bill Friend
   Caryn & King Harris
   Katherine P. Harris
   Stephanie & John Harris
   Toni & Dr. Ronald Paul
   Pam & Dr. Joseph Szokol
Heising-Simons Foundation
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
The Joyce Foundation
Anne & Burt∞ Kaplan
Oscar G. & Elsa S. Mayer Family 

Foundation

Harriet & Ulrich∞ Meyer 
Northern Trust 
The David & Lucile Packard 

Foundation
Diane Rickles Pekow∞
Pittway Corporation Charitable 

Foundation 
Polk Bros. Foundation
Michael Reese Health Trust
Cari & Michael J. Sacks
Steans Family Foundation
W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone 

Foundation
Stranahan Foundation
Saul Zaentz Charitable Trust

$500,000 TO $999,999

Susan & Steve Baird
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
D & R Fund
Robert Heaton
Howard Ellsworth Jessen
George Lucas Family Foundation 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Catherine Siegel
Catherine & Howard Siegel 
William & Kristen Woolfolk

$250,000 TO $499,999

Anonymous (3)
BMO Harris Bank
The Boeing Company
Cartwright Foundation
Nancy & Steve Crown 
Evanston Community Foundation
Keith & Rodney Goldstein
Mr. James Grusecki & Mrs. Brenda 

Grusecki
Rusty & Samuel Hellman
Illinois Children’s Healthcare 

Foundation
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Louis R. Lurie Foundation
John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur 

Foundation
The McCall Family Foundation
Paul Metzger & Sarah Bradley
Pew Charitable Trusts/Pre-K Now

The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund 
Prince Charitable Trusts
Pritzker Early Childhood Foundation
Rothkopf Family Foundation
Karen Rudolph & David Donnini
Diana & Michael Sands
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Sunshine Charitable Foundation,
 The Bunnings
Anne & John Tuohy
Voices for Illinois Children
The Oprah Winfrey Foundation

$100,000 TO $249,999

Allstate Insurance Company
Anonymous (3)
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
AptarGroup Charitable Foundation
Bill∞ & Donna Barrows 
Prue & Frank Beidler
Bloomberg Philanthropies
The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation 
The Bluhm Family Charitable 

Foundation
Helen Brach Foundation
Brady Education Foundation
The Brinson Foundation
Terri & Robert∞ Cohn 
Colliers International
The Commonwealth Fund
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Educational Foundation of America
Anne & Don Edwards
Melissa Sage Fadim, Sage Foundation 
GATX Corporation
Tom Gimbel, LaSalle Network
Gustafson Family Charitable 

Foundation / Patti & Allen 
Gustafson 

Cabray Haines & David Kiley
Julie & Parker∞ Hall 
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
David Herro & Jay Franke
Illinois Network of Child Care Resource 

& Referral Agencies (INCCRRA)
ITW
The Mayer & Morris Kaplan Family 

Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keiser Donor 

Advised Fund
Timothy & Elizabeth Landon
Liz & Eric Lefkofsky 
Martha∞ & Albert∞ H. Macleod 
Malott Family Foundation
Rika & Joe Mansueto
Colonel Stanley R. McNeil Foundation
David & Laura Merage Foundation
PNC
The Satter Foundation
Jean Schlemmer
Earl & Brenda Shapiro Foundation
Julie & Brian Simmons
Michael & Linda Simon
Ulta Beauty
Visiting Nurse Association Foundation 
Woods Fund of Chicago

ANNUAL FUND DONORS

$1,000,000 & ABOVE

The Ballmer Group
Buffett Early Childhood Fund +
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Pritzker Children’s Initiative +
Saul Zaentz Charitable Trust
Helen & Sam Zell +

$500,000 TO $999,999

The Crown Family +
Irving Harris Foundation +
Heising-Simons Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation +
Diana & Bruce Rauner +

$100,000 TO $499,999

Anonymous (2)
Colliers International +
Einhorn Family Charitable Trust
Marilyn & Larry Fields +
Finnegan Family Foundation
Richard W. Goldman Family 

Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation
Harris Family Foundation +/
     Linda & Bill Friend

∞ Deceased    + Annual Luncheon Sponsor24



     Caryn & King Harris
     Katherine P. Harris
     Stephanie & John Harris
     Toni & Dr. Ronald Paul
     Pam & Dr. Joseph Szokol
Howard Ellsworth Jessen
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
The Joyce Foundation
George Kaiser Family Foundation
George Lucas Family Foundation
The David & Lucile Packard 

Foundation
Karen Rudolph & David Donnini
Cari & Michael J. Sacks +
Catherine Siegel +
Steans Family Foundation +
W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone 

Foundation
Stranahan Foundation
William & Kristen Woolfolk

$50,000 TO $99,999

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Susan & Steve Baird +
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
BMO Harris Bank +
The Boeing Company +
The Chicago Community Trust
Nancy & Steve Crown +
Early Childhood Funders’ 

Collaborative/BUILD
Tom Gimbel, LaSalle Network +
Oscar G. & Elsa S. Mayer Family 

Foundation
Northern Trust +
Related Midwest +
Muneer Satter & Kristen Hertel,  

The Satter Foundation +
Ulta Beauty +

$25,000 TO $49,999

Allstate Insurance Company +
Leslie Bluhm & David Helfand +
The Brinson Foundation
Crain’s Chicago Business
Cullinan Properties, Ltd. +
D & R Fund
Anne & Don Edwards +
David Friedman & Halee Sage +
Keith & Rodney Goldstein +

James P. & Brenda S. Grusecki Family 
Foundation

The Hasten Foundation +
ITW +
Malott Family Foundation
Doug & Diane Oberhelman +
Peoples Gas +
Diana & Michael Sands
Michael & Linda Simon +

$10,000 TO $24,999

Abbott +
The J. R. Albert Foundation
Anonymous (2)
Prue & Frank Beidler
The Bluhm Family Charitable 

Foundation +
The Boston Consulting Group +
Noelle C. Brock, Brock Family 

Foundation +
Jacolyn & John Bucksbaum +
Jane & David Casper +
CME Group Foundation
ComEd
Deloitte +
Dr. & Mrs. Michael DeVan
Sara Friedle +
Kenneth C. Griffin +
Rusty & Samuel Hellman
Illinois Children’s Healthcare 

Foundation
Anne L. Kaplan +
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keiser Donor 

Advised Fund
Ron & Fifi Levin, The Fortner Family, 

Goldman Sachs +
Make It Better +
The Malkin Family +
Rika & Joe Mansueto
McCann Worldgroup +
Paul Metzger & Sarah Bradley +
Motorola Solutions +
Michelle & Anu Parekh +
PNC +
The Rothkopf Family Foundation +
Michael A. Sachs +
Jean Schlemmer
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Howard Siegel +
Julie & Brian Simmons +
Cheryl & Craig Simon +

SPLASH
Sunshine Charitable Foundation,
 The Bunnings +
Ken & Kathy Tallering +
Coleman Tuggle & Deborah Daro +
Glen Tullman +
Anne & John Tuohy +
Walter Family Foundation +

$5,000 TO $9,999

@properties +
Nick & Jessie Alberding +
Amy & Ken Aldridge +
Karin & Don Allen +
Alliance for Early Success
Anonymous (2)
Axiom Consulting Partners, LLC +
Linda & Robert Barrows
Susan & Christopher Bellmore
Joan & Bill Brodsky +
Rebecca & David Carlins +
Chicago Tribune +
Shari & Mark Coe +
Coe Capital Management +
Conagra Brands +
Debra Dobbs +
Edelman
Erikson Institute +
Joseph & Bessie Feinberg  

Foundation +
Ferson Creek Fund
Flying Concessions +
Gallagher Asphalt Corporation +
Goldstein Family Fund +
Gorter Family Foundation
The Grainger Foundation
Rachel & Devin Gross +
Maxwell Gunnill & Katie Byrne +
Cabray Haines & David Kiley +
Intrinsic Edge Capital Management +
Justine Jentes & Dan Kuruna +
Ketchum Public Relations +
Andrew & Sandy Killion +
KPMG LLP +
Timothy & Elizabeth Landon +
Lavin Family Foundation +
Learning Resources +
Liz & Eric Lefkofsky +
Samuel Wharton Lessin
Elaine & Donald Levinson +
Loop Capital +

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s 
Hospital of Chicago +

Magellan Development Group +
Magnetar Capital +
Andrew & Janet Miller
Sheila & Arthur Nielsen
Sharon Oberlander +
Virginia F. Oviedo +
Diane Patience
Plante Moran +
Protiviti +
Tom & Cece Ricketts +
Maggie & Eric Scheyer  +
Katie & Jake Schtevie
Mary Jo & Stephen Schuler
Senior Eye Associates +
State Farm Companies +
Don & Pamela Neal Suter +
Target +
Robin & Mark Tebbe +
Ventas, Inc. +
Catherine M. & Frederick H. Waddell +
Walgreens +
Tom Wilson & Jill Garling +
Sam Yagan & Jessica Droste Yagan +

$2,500 TO $4,999

Ellen Alberding & Kelly Welsh +
Anonymous
Curt R. Bailey
Karen & Steve Berkowitz +
Susan Berman
Ellen & Laurence Bronska
CIBC +
Patricia O. Cox +
Thomas & Ruth Cross
Bobbie & Charlie Denison
DiMeo Schneider & Associates, L.L.C.  +
Marshall & Jamee Field Family Fund
Leonard C. Goodman
Grant Thornton LLP +
Illinois Action for Children +
The Jellyvision Lab, Inc.
J.P. Morgan Private Bank +
The Morris and Dolores Kohl Kaplan 

Fund of the Dolores Kohl Education 
Foundation +

Kovler Family Foundation
Peggy & David Kubert +
Christopher & Amanda Miller
Gail & Jared Nourse

25



James & Margo Oliff
Dr. Debra Pacchiano & Mr. Jeffrey 

Wagner +
Manny Sanchez & Pat Pulido Sanchez, 

Sanchez Daniels & Hoffman LLP
David & Jamie Schwartz +
Tom & Judy Scorza +  
Signal Digital, Inc.

$500 TO $2,499

Billie Wright Adams, M.D.
Pat Alberding
Leslie Alter
Anonymous (2)
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Appelbaum
Artisan Talent 
Susan & Don Belgrad
Margaret Benjamin
John & Vicki Bitner & Holly Bitner Duck
Mary & Carl Boyer
Rita Lopez Brosnan
Kevin Brown
Cheryl & Robert Byron
Greg Cameron & Greg Thompson
Carroll Family Foundation
Thomas Chatt & George Scheideman
Chicago Bears
Mary & Tim Cockell
Michelle L. Collins
Eloise Cornelius∞
Kathleen & James Cowie
Nicholas Diamand
Kelly King Dibble
Bob & Terri DiMeo 
Lynn Donaldson & Cameron Avery
Sarah Duncan
Dutzi Family
Eliza & Timothy Earle
Andrew Edelston
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Elden
Sylvia Fergus
Lula M. Ford
Aimee & Tommy Foreman
Jay & Phylis Frankel
Paula & Tim Friedman
Chad & Trisha Fugere
Alyce Fuller
Julie Garfield
Simona & Lane Gensburg

William J. Gibbons
Diana G. Gilson
Bill & Mari Gimbel
Jeannette & Jerry Goldstone
Beth Gomberg-Hirsch & Austin Hirsch
Scott Goodman
Governors State University
Richard & Mary L. Gray
Martha I. Gutierrez
Virva Hanba
Robert Heaton
Deborah Hellman
Meg & Skip Herman
David Hiller
Fred & Sandra Holubow
Howard Isenberg
Donna Iwanski
JMB Insurance Agency
Laura & Eric Jordahl
Carol & Greg Josefowicz
Suzanne & Dan Kanter
Karen & Matthew Kaplan
Alan & Sophia King
James F. Kinoshita & Merrillyn J. Kosier
Mary & Don Kirwan
Nancy & Rik Kohn
Sherry & Alan Koppel
Jeff & Kim Kramer
Tracie L. & Larry B. Kugler
Maia Lamdany
Alexis Lavko
John & Mary Manley 
Tony Manno
Arthur Mead Martin
Cynthia McCafferty
Katherine & James Morris
Kim & David Mulligan
NACD Chicago Chapter
Katy Nielsen
Janis W. Notz
Susan Novy
Ruth O’Brien & Stuart Rice
Dan O’Keefe
George Pfeiffer
Raul I. Raymundo
Jeanne Rogers & Perry Sainati
Julie Roin & Saul Levmore
Olivia Bea Ross Foundation
David Scherer & Rose Lizarraga

Jeanne & Rob Schoder
Ruth & Joel Schoenmeyer
Barbara & Walter Scott
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Sellers
Kathy Shaw
Bong & Jessica Shinn
Bill & Harlan Shropshire
Jonathan & Alissa Shulkin
Sara Slaughter
Mark & Annie Haas SooHoo
Jim Spellman
Frederick & Priscilla Sperling
Andrew G. Spiegel
Liz Stiffel
Ellen & Jim Stirling
Janet Surkin & Robert Stillman
Anne & William Tobey
Randy Toll
Rick Tuttle
United Conveyor Foundation
Johanna Vetter
Nancy Vincent
Margot Visconti
John Volk
Charles & Anne von Weise
Karen & Herb Wander
Justin S. Weddle
Anne & Marcus Wedner
Scott & Natalie Wentworth
Maria & Robert Westropp
Greg White & Leslie Davis
Iris S. Witkowsky
Cheryle Wittert
Amie & Brian Wrubel
Kathy Wu
Ronna & Steve Zoll

$1 TO $499

Jonathan Abbott & Shari Malyn
Susan & Bill Abrams
Elisabeth & William Adams
Portia Adams
Danielle Albergo
Rachel Albert
Jennifer Alexander
Ronald Allen
Daniel Alter
Amazon Smile
Annie Scorza Ambrose

Anonymous (5)
Yeg Ari
Assurance Agency
Jake Ayres
Aidin Azhang
Mr. & Mrs. Baccellieri
Eliza Badeau
Fran Baker
Elizabeth Ballis
Lindsey Barker
Stephen Barker
Kenneth Barron
Richard & Nancy Baum
Leonard Beaudoin
Christine Becker Drake
Jessica Berger
David Berkowitz
Seth Bernanke
Eric Bertram
Ellen Best
Craig Bianchi
Michele Black
Lexis Blitstein 
JoAnne & Christopher Bloom
Michael & Sharon Bollini
Susan Bondurant
Vineeta Bonthala
Gordon & Sharon Boyd
Kathleen Dempsey Boyle
Nora Bridget
Lauren Briskin
Shelley Bromerek-Lambert
C. Brown
Chris Brown
Dr. Enora Brown
Laurie Brown
Carol Brownstein
Jeremy Burke
Marion Burlak
Suzanne Burnette
Margaret Burton
Business Leadership Council
Donnetta Butler
Maureen & Scott Byron
Megan Coleman Canfield
Jodi Caro
Caroline Casper
Claire Challenger
Mary Chan
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Christopher Chantson
Dee Dee Chesley
James Cintron
Altaira Citron
Jimmy Claps
Lauren Claps
Morgan Clark
The Reverend Daphne Cody 
Ian Coelho 
Sylvia Coleman
Wheeler Coleman
George Costakis
Bill & Cory Crock
Emily Culbertson
Stephanie Dahl
Beth Davis
Marianne Dean
Robert O. Delaney 
Lisa DeLorenzo
Jean M. Dennis
Titch Dharamsi
Gary Doernhoefer
Liz Doernhoefer
Kara Dollaske
Dr. & Mrs. Peter E. Doris
Mary Duby
Nora Duff
Melissa & Chris Dunagan
Claire Dunham
Lisa Dworkin
Dorian Earl
Victoria Ebeling
Matthew Eilenberg
Asaf Elani
Mia Elizabeth
S. Ellison
Donald M. Ephraim Family Foundation
Jeffrey Epstein
Holly & Larry Erlich
Bernard Faigenbaum
David & Beth Faircloth Charitable Fund
Fern Finkel
Katelyn Finn
Katherine Finnegan
Faye Fishman
Kim Fiul
Jane Fleming
Jim & Susan Florsheim
Karen Foley
Cheryl & Zed Francis
Melanie Frank

Brian Freeman
Todd Freier
Dale & Roger Gandall
Donn & Renee Gasner
Louise Gava
GE United Way Campaign
Thomas Geers
Miriam Geraghty & Douglas Severson
Katherine Germino
Christy & Graham Gerst
Giving Assistant
Ethel & Bill Gofen
Terri & Scott Goldstein
Louie Gonzalez
Jen Gooze
Leslie Graham
Dianna Grant-Burke, M.D.
Rachel Greeley
Nanette & Irvin Greif, Jr.
Taylor Grinney
Ellen & Ed Gualtieri
Lynda Gyles
Julie Haas
Devora Haeuber
Amy Haggarty
Jessica Schwartz Hahn
Kristen Halboth
Vicki Handwerk
Dan Harris
Lynn & Jim Harris
Shelley Haus
Sally Havlis & David Weininger
Thomas Hayes
Anne & Hall Healy
Kelsey Henderson
Colleen Hennessy
Amy Hermalik
Barbara Hermansen & Bob Wilcox
Emmalee Hinton
Susan Hipsley
Joe Hirlinger
Barbara Hoffman
Sarah & Brett Holcomb
Katie Holland
Andy Hollinger
Calvin Holmes
Suzanne Holmes
Richard Honquest
Amy Hunter
Laura Jane Hyde
In The Works Fund at The Chicago 

Community Foundation
Andy & Janet Ingraham Dwyer
Jack & Jill of America West Suburban 

Chapter
Dr. Betty N. James
Lea Jesse
Edith Johnston
Rebekah Johnston
Kristen Jones
Rodney Jones
Jonna Josefsson
Vanessa Williams Joseph
Joan Kaplan Cardell
Marcia Kaplan
Nancy Kaplan
Carolyn Kassnoff
Matthew Kay
Melissa Kelley-Knutsen
Anne Kelly
Gwendolyn Kenner-Johnson
Cathy Kenworthy
Christopher Kerns
Maggie Keuth
Nancy Kidd
Kathleen Kilroy
Tim Kirwan
Lisa Kitinoja
Jennifer Koppelman
Eric Krauss & Elisabeth Archer
Joanne Fisher Kubiak
Kapil Kumar
Kelly Lambrinatos
Caryn Landau-Schiff
Lindsay Bray Landsberg
Leo J. Latz, Latz & Company
Susan Laufer
Claire & Eric Leininger
Shawn Leist
Christy Lewis
Dylan Lewis
David Linsalata
Henry & Elsie Loeb
Pamela Loewenstein
Elaine Loo
Shannon Ludwig
Peg L. Macaluso & Jeffrey A. Gonyo
Sheon MacNeill
Kimberly Mager
Michelle Magnaye
Megan Mahoney
Lisa Mancini

Tom Mani
Kelly Marcelle
Peggy Martay
Eugenie Matula
Woody McCally
Bill McCarthy
Jane McCarthy
Nicholas McCarthy
Lucinda & Michael McClain
Hoy & Patti McConnell
Marc & Laura Mengel
Bonnie & Charles Mervis
Meredith Manni Meserow
Steven Meyers
Jeff Miller
Taylor Miller
Barbara & Larry Millman
Lori Montana
Angela Moody
Leslie Morasca
Rhea Morgan
Corinne Morrissey
Erin Lea Morrissey
Lauren Mulligan
David Muschler & Ann Becker
Laura Naim
Dr. Steven Nasatir
Kerri Neis
Linsey Neyt
Ana Nichols
Betsy Nilan
Emily Noble
Ciera Oliver
Roberta Olshansky
Daniel O’Neill
Marcia Opp
Susan & Ted Oppenheimer
Karen Paciero
Ross Palmer
Helene & Aaron Paris
Darlene Parsons
Molly Paschal
Janna Patterson
Perry Payne
Robert Perelman & Mary Lee Barker
Mari Philipsborn & Eric Terman
Crystal Plummer
Judith Pollock
Ken Porcaro
Elissa Port
Bryan Pravel 
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Ounce of Prevention Fund Donors
Thomas Prendergast
Guenther Preuhs
Ron Pullie
Carole Pyle-Weaver
Diane Randolph
Brandon Rauner
Patricia & Daniel Redding
Peter Redlingshafer
Elliot Regenstein
Megan Reichenberger
Maureen Reilly
Ruth Reiner
Kathy & Sam Rhem
Matthew Richard
Sarah Richardson
Tracy Ritchey
Michael Roberts
Ron Rohde
Roots of Integrity
Lynda & Sheldon Rosen
Keri Roth
Alex Ruegg
Jeffrery Sadur
Gene Salerni
Andrea Sandler
Satori Energy
Lauren Savastio
Dieter & Elisa Schmitz
Morgan Seemann
Deborah Segal
Andrew Sellers
Jessica Severino
Ilene & Michael Shaw Charitable Trust
Jimmy & Christie Sheats
Kaji Sherpa
Nancy Shier
Tina Shin
Laura Siegel
Catherine Sierakowski
Susan A. Silver
Karen & Eric Simon
Alisa & Howard Singer
Steve Skulnik
Marcia Slomowitz, M.D.
Ellen Smith
Lisa Snow & Franco Turrinelli
Carolyn SooHoo
Edward Souder
James Spooner & Judy Quick

Tammy & Eric Steele
Mary Stephenson-Schroeder
Will & Sandy Sterling
Anita Stevens
Daniel Stock
Julie & Bob Stracks
Suzanna Strangmeier
Julia Straub
Jessica Volk Strausbaugh
The Andrea M. & Jeffrey N. Stuart 

Family Charitable Gift Fund
Bridget Stump
Thelma Leola Sturgis
Rosa M. Subero
Connie & Howard Sulkin
Mikela Sutrina
Pamela Finney Swenson
Erin Szeligowski
Roger Teel
Michelle Teets
Juanita Temple
Jan Thomas
Tobi.com, LLC
Jasmin Torres
Juana Torres
Paul Tough & Paula Shapiro
Richard Tucker
Garner Tullis
Liza Tullis
Sheridan Turner
Eric Vaandering
Shannon & Christopher Vagner
Chad Vangsness
Amy Viellieu
Ashok Vishnubhakta
Kathleen & John Vondran
Felicia Waggoner
Pia Walker
Julie Walner
Mary M. Walther
Bonnie & Robert Warn
Giselle Wasfie
Roberta L. Washlow & Robert J. 

Washlow
Sandra Weiskirch
Gebrish Weldemariam
Jimmy Westhoff
Kanika White McGhee
Veronica L. White

Phil Whiting
Brigid Wholey
Deborah Wholey
Megan Wholey
Tom Wick
Jordan Wildermuth
Kendall & Evan Williamson
Mary & George Wilson
Monique Wilson
Cheri Wilson-Chappelle
Kate Winston
Lori Wittman
Ellen K. Wondra
JoAnn Woodland
Rayna Elyse Yaker
Juliana Yeager
Gregg Yo
Kendra & Michael Yoch
Joan C. Young
Wanda Young-Ligman
Mr. & Mrs. Hossein Youssefi
Gloria Zieve
Teri & George Zima
Kristin S. Ziv & Brian C. Ziv

IN-KIND DONORS

Ace All Service Ministries
AmTrust Realty Corp.
Capgemini Accelerated Solutions 

Environment
Chicago Public Schools
Chicago Tribune
Child Plus Software
Clune Construction Company
Cornerstone OnDemand Foundation
Crain’s Chicago Business
Haworth/BOS
Make It Better
NELSON
Dan O’Keefe
Protiviti
Maureen Gainer Reilly
Sheppard Mullin
SPLASH

PUBLIC PARTNERS

City of Chicago
Illinois Department of Children and 

Family Services
Illinois Department of Human Services
Illinois State Board of Education
U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Health 

TRIBUTE GIFTS

IN MEMORY OF

In Memory of Joseph Beymer
Cheryle Wittert

In Memory of Herbert “Buddy” Bronska
Terri & Scott Goldstein
Julie Walner

In Memory of Elaine & Jim Costakis
George Costakis

In Memory of Matthew Davis
Assurance Agency
Donnetta Butler
Mary & Tim Cockell
Dutzi Family
Brian Freeman
Kelsey Henderson
Jack & Jill of America West Suburban 

Chapter
Rebekah Johnston
Rodney Jones
Kathleen Kilroy
Lindsay Bray Landsberg
Roots of Integrity
Jimmy & Christie Sheats
James Spooner & Judy Quick
Richard Tucker
Pia Walker
Cheri Wilson-Chappelle

In Memory of Genie Epstein
Dale & Roger Gandall
Barbara & Larry Millman
Lynda & Sheldon Rosen
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In Memory of Christina Feder
Gordon & Sharon Boyd
Christopher Chantson
Christine Becker Drake
Victoria Ebeling
Louise Gava
Susan Hipsley
Guenther Preuhs
Gene Salerni
Satori Energy
Giselle Wasfie

In Memory of Irving B. Harris
Fred & Sandra Holubow

In Memory of Julia Meyer
Patricia & Daniel Redding
Bonnie & Robert Warn
Mary & George Wilson

In Memory of Virginia O’Connor
Bonnie & Robert Warn

In Memory of Jill Rohde
Ron Rohde

In Memory of Jill Stuart
Robert Perelman & Mary Lee Barker
The Andrea M. & Jeffrey N. Stuart 

Family Charitable Gift Fund

IN HONOR OF

In Honor of Billie Wright Adams
Dr. & Mrs. Peter E. Doris
Thelma Leola Sturgis
Janet Surkin & Robert Stillman
Juanita Temple

In Honor of Susan Baird
Beth Gomberg-Hirsch & Austin Hirsch

In Honor of Marlow Colvin
Lucinda & Michael McClain

In Honor of Mary Dillon
NACD Chicago Chapter

In Honor of Marilyn Fields
Greg Cameron & Greg Thompson
Alisa & Howard Singer
Randy Toll

In Honor of Bill Friend
Elaine & Donald Levinson

In Honor of Abe Rocky Garfield
Julie Garfield

In Honor of Ireta Gasner
Donn & Renee Gasner

In Honor of Bob & Elisabeth Geraghty
Miriam Geraghty & Douglas Severson

In Honor of Rusty Hellman
Deborah Hellman

In Honor of Ann Kirwan
Mary & Don Kirwan

In Honor of The Local Jokes Band
Matthew Kay

In Honor of Chris & Amanda Miller
Anonymous

In Honor of Judith Musick
Andrew G. Spiegel

In Honor of Charlotte Marie Pickett
Pamela Loewenstein

In Honor of Diana Rauner
Jonathan Abbott & Shari Malyn
Ruth O’Brien & Stuart Rice
Brandon Rauner
Glen Tullman
Anne & Marcus Wedner

In Honor of Judy Scorza
Annie Scorza Ambrose

In Honor of Jean Schlemmer
Kathleen Dempsey Boyle

In Honor of John & Ruth Sellers
Andrew Sellers

In Honor of Kate Siegel
Susan Berman
Nancy Kidd
Sherry & Alan Koppel

In Honor of Sarah & Daniel Siegel
Lisa DeLorenzo
Nora Duff
Sally Havlis & David Weininger
Emmalee Hinton
Nancy Kidd
Molly Paschal
Julia Straub
Shannon & Christopher Vagner

In Honor of Rachel Simon
Joan C. Young

In Honor of Ellen & Jim Stirling
Liz Stiffel

In Honor of The Strelsin Family
Laura Jane Hyde

In Honor of Mike Towler & Sara Friedle
David & Beth Faircloth Charitable Fund

In Honor of Anne Tuohy
The Reverend Daphne Cody 
Anne & Hall Healy
Arthur Mead Martin

In Honor of Lillian Zima
Katherine Germino
Jessica Severino
Felicia Waggoner
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Irving B. Harris∞ 
Founder

Curt R. Bailey 
Chairman of the Board

Susan Baird 
Board Vice Chair

Diana Sands  
Treasurer

Keith Kiley Goldstein 
Secretary

Billie Wright Adams, M.D.
David Casper
Mawiyah Coates
Nancy Carrington Crown
Deborah Daro, Ph.D.
Kelly King Dibble
Mary N. Dillon
Marilyn Fields
Marquia Fields
Lula M. Ford
Bill Friend
Tom Gimbel

Mary Hasten
David A. Helfand 
Alan King
Timothy J. Landon
Charles Matthews
Paul Metzger
Virginia F. Oviedo
Francessca Phillips
Isabel Navarrete Polsky, M.D.
Raul I. Raymundo
Richard E. Rothkopf
Michael A. Sachs

Manuel “Manny” Sanchez
Jean Schlemmer
Suk Shah
Catherine M. Siegel
Linda K. Smith
Harrison I. Steans
Anne Lea Tuohy
Sam Yagan
Helen Zell

HONORARY FOUNDING DIRECTORS

Bernice Weissbourd

Danielle Albergo
Avery Allman
Laurie Brown
John Burke
Claire Challenger
Altaira Citron
Ian Coelho
Mary Duby

Caitlin English
Sophie Flinchum
Shannon Haffey
Kristen Halboth
Lea Jesse
Sarah Kozin
Dan Kuruna
Amber LaFevers

Alexis Lavko
Caroline McCarthy
Alissa Rivera
Catherine Sierakowski
Annie Haas SooHoo
Jessica Strausbaugh
Mikela Sutrina
Jasmin Torres

Liza Tullis
Margot Visconti
Allison Weil
Jimmy Westhoff
Megan Wholey

Leadership
OUNCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OUNCE AFFILIATES BOARD
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Diana Mendley Rauner 
President

Dan O’Keefe 
Chief Operating Officer

Johanna Vetter 
Chief Marketing Officer

Rebecca Berlin 
Senior Vice President, 
Quality, Solutions,  
and Impact

Claire Dunham 
Senior Vice President, 
Programs and Training

Cynthia Jackson 
Executive Director, 
Educare Learning Network

Daphne Logan 
Senior Vice President, 
People and Culture

Tony Raden  
Senior Vice President, 
Research and Policy Initiatives

Susan Ben 
Vice President,  
Information Technology 

Ireta Gasner 
Vice President,  
Illinois Policy

Ann Hanson  
Vice President, Advancing 
Quality and QSI Incubation

Donna Iwanski 
Vice President,  
Finance

Ann Kirwan  
Vice President,  
Strategy and Partnerships

Amy Lusk 
Vice President,  
Educare Learning Network

Debra Pacchiano 
Vice President, 
Translational Research 

Kimberly Ptak 
Vice President,  
Communications

Margie Wallen 
Vice President,  
National Policy

Renee Welch 
Vice President,  
Applied Learning

April Wozniak 
Vice President,  
Development

Ellen Smith 
Chief of Staff

FIRST FIVE YEARS FUND

Sarah Rittling 
Executive Director

OUNCE EXECUTIVE STAFF
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